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did you know .....

Christopher Columbus introduced chocolate to European shores after 
discovering cocoa in the Americas in the 16th century.

Napoleon demanded that both chocolate and wine be made available to his 
generals during military campaigns.

Joseph Fry’s creation of the world’s first chocolate bar in Bristol in 1848 
ensured that the UK put its stamp on the future of our favourite comfort food.

The oldest known civilization of the Americas (1500 - 400 B.C.), The Olmecs 
were probably the first users of cacao.

The health benefits of dark chocolate has prompted demand for chocolate 
with high cocoa levels to gain maximum benefit from its antioxidant properties.  

Chocolate’s melting point is important for the “mouthfeel” and taste of the 
chocolate. The correct temperature is 36 °C or just above – too high and it 
could taste waxy and fail to melt, too low and the chocolate won’t survive the 
summer months.

Cacao is a tree, native to South America, whose seeds are the source of cocoa 
and chocolate. One cocoa tree produces only enough beans for 1kg chocolate 
per year. 

Ramsbottom’s Annual                   Festival

Sunday 5th April sees the first Ramsbottom Chocolate Festival. Celebrating everything 
that is great about our favourite comfort food, the festival will bring together some 
of the best of chocolate produce around. 

This unique and fun event will form a regular part of the North West’s food and drink 
calendar, adding to Ramsbottom’s reputation as a gourmet destination with award-
winning restaurants and food & wine retailers.

The main focus of the festival will be the Chocolate Market in Market Place, right 
in the heart of Ramsbottom. From 11.00am-3.30pm there will be stalls selling 
chocolate and chocolate related products, chocolate tastings (including chocolate 
beer and wines to accompany chocolate) plus crepes, hot chocolate and chocolate 
demonstrations. Exhibitors will include leading local chocolate producers.



                             Demonstrations

Don’t miss the chocolate themed demonstrations taking place during the event. John 
Slattery, from the award winning Slattery Chocolatier’s, Whitefield, will be sharing 
with you a simple way to create delicious chocolate truffles that you can make at 
home, and Mike Harrison, award winning local chef, will be creating more unusual 
main courses using chocolate as the vital ingredient. Demonstrations start at 11.00am 
at Market Place and are at regular intervals throughout the day.

Come along and watch … listen … and taste! 
                  World Record Attempt

At 2pm, Market Place watch as contestants attempt to break the official world record
for ‘Most Ferrero Rocher Eaten in 1 Minute’. The record currently stands at seven!

Cafes and Restaurants

Indulge in chocolate delights in Ramsbottom’s cafes and restaurants:
Try a chocolate fondue at the Chocolate Café; Chocolate fudge cake at Room 54 (Bridge 
Street); award winning Chocolate Torte, chocolate puddings and chocolate beauty products 
at The Cultured Bean & The Cultured Bean Store (both on Bridge Street); and also 
homemade chocolate cakes from The Village Bakery (Bridge Street). The Lounge (Prince 
Street) are offering an ensemble of chocolate desserts, as well as their special indulgent 
chocolate cocktail. You can even make a wish at The Enchanted Cave’s magic well and 
receive a free fairy chocolate (2 Smithy Street).

                      The Chocolate Express
 
The East Lancashire Steam Railway will be running the Chocolate Express to get you to 
the Chocolate Festival in style. Passengers using the service between Bury-Ramsbottom 
and Rawtenstall-Ramsbottom will be able to sample a selection of chocolates and enter 
a free prize draw to win a chocolate hamper.  

Train times 
Bury-Ramsbottom: 10.40am (arrive 10.52am) Rawtenstall-Ramsbottom: 11.00am (arrive 11.15am)
General train times and prices call 0161 764 7790 or visit www.east-lancs-rly.co.uk

Giant Easter Egg Competition

Judging of the Giant Easter Egg Design Competition. Local school children 
have been busy making 3ft paper mache Easter Eggs which they have 
designed and crafted using a variety of materials.

Real2Reel Cinema

To end the festival, Real2Reel cinema will be screening the film ‘Chocolat’ 
(starring Juliette Binoche & Johnny Depp) at Ramsbottom Civic Hall. 
Tickets are available on the door or in advance from the Chocolate Café, 
Market Place, Ramsbottom. www.real2reelcinema.co.uk

All this plus music from the Jill Fielding Band, Face Painting by Case Faces 
and our very own Chocolate festival mascot, Charlie Chick.
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