
 
 

 
 
 
Rt Hon Dame Andrea Leadsom DBE MP 
House of Commons  
London 
SW1 0AA 
 
 

17 September 2021 
 
Dear Dame Andrea, 
 
Thank you for your email of 12 September, following our meeting regarding 
about the Towcester Relief Road on 7 September. I am writing as a follow up, 
to confirm National Highways’ commitment to support a solution that will help 
to alleviate the traffic and air quality problems in Towcester.  
 
I am pleased to reiterate National Highways’ (NH) commitment to support a 
solution that will help to alleviate the traffic and air quality problems in 
Towcester, and can confirm that NH will be supporting the development of the 
proposed solution under option 2, as discussed in our meeting. This option 
involves installation of NH signs to direct North-South traffic via the new road 
as well as a complementary programme of traffic calming measures on 
Towcester High Street to make it less attractive as a through route. A range 
of traffic calming measures have been proposed and will be developed further 
subject to consultation with the local community and approval by West 
Northamptonshire Council.  
 
However, the package we discussed does not include a proposal to impose a 
weight limit on Towcester High Street. This would be impractical due to the 
Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGV) traffic that would still require access to the 
town centre as a destination. NH aims to deliver both the signage and traffic 
calming measures on Towcester High Street when the new road is opened so 
that it can act as a diversion route for when the proposed measures on the 
high street are being installed.  
 
As discussed, one of the key concerns in terms of facilitating the use of the 
new road by HGVs is safety. NH will develop a range of safety improvements 
to the new road to facilitate increased HGV flows. This will involve changing 
the road layout at the three intermediate roundabouts.  
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These improvements will be undertaken within the current planning consent 
and should have little impact on the current schedule. Final decisions on 
these designs and their implementation will, however, rest with the 
developers, Persimmon, and West Northamptonshire Council. 
 
There is of course a wider conversation now about detrunking a longer 
stretch of the A5 but we agreed that need not delay the implementation of the 
above measures.  
 
NH continues to engage with Persimmon on designs for the two roundabouts 
at either end of the new road that join the A5 and A43 respectively. NH will 
also meet with Persimmon, their designers, and the Council regularly to 
ensure progress is made to enable work to commence at the new junctions. 
 
We will develop these proposals on the assumption that funding, including the 
enhancements to the already agreed design of the new road, will come from 
NH. However, as we discussed, this will be subject to further design and 
value for money tests before formal funding can be confirmed.  
 
Finally, I would like to thank you, West Northamptonshire Council and 
Persimmon and for your constructive engagement in working towards a 
mutually acceptable solution. 
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