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Willaston Residents’ and Countryside Society (WR&CS) 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on 5
th
 November 2012 in the Memorial Hall 

Residents’ Issues 

There were no issues raised. 

Committee Meeting 

Present: (Officers): Chris Hampshire (Chair), Jane Townsend (Vice-Chair & Footpaths Officer), Sarah Shannon 
(Secretary), Hilary Booth (Treasurer), Barry Vowles (Planning Officer), Keith Butcher (Willaston Memorial 
Hall);  (Committee Members): Sheila Smith, Eileen Macdonald, Ray Dent, Pam Irving, Hilary Morris, Paul 
Janvier, Madeline Hughes, Lyn Jackson-Eves, Rob King, Leanne Kershaw, Vicki Spraggon, Margaret 
Smyth, Myles Hogg. 

1. Apologies for absence - Received from Glenn Ayres, Roger James, Carol Savage and Sue Unsworth 
 

2. Welcome to new members - Chris welcomed the new members to the committee. 
 

3. Declarations of Interest - No declarations were received. 
 

4. Minutes of the Meeting held 3
rd

 September 2012 
       The Minutes were accepted by the Committee as a true record of the meeting. 
       Proposed by: Eileen Macdonald    Seconded by: Barry Vowles 

5. Matters arising from the previous Minutes (3
rd

 September 2012) 

5.1.  Implementation of parking restrictions on the Green (5.1) – Myles reported that this is now with the 

  legal department of the Council. The proposal will need to be publicised and comments invited before 
restrictions can be implemented. 

5.2. The alleyway between Old Vicarage Road and Hadlow Road – tree and footpath clearance (5.2) – It 
was agreed to write to the owner of the Old Hall. Action: Chris/Sarah      

5.3.  Funding lighting improvements in the alleyway between Old Vicarage Road /Hadlow Road (5.2)  

An application for funds from Project Rural Matters has been made and Myles will attend the meeting 

later this month. Jane commented that the status of the alleyway is not clear as it doesn’t appear to be 
a legal right of way. 

5.4.  Discussion with the Council’s Dog Warden re: dog fouling (5.4) – The dog warden hopes to have a  

 slot  in January to visit the village, distribute leaflets and talk to owners.  It was noted that there is only  

one dog warden for Cheshire West & Chester. 

5.5. Cutting of trees by Heath Lane (Willaston sign obscured) (5.5) – This has been put on the list for the 
Council to attend to. Myles also reported that landowners for the Follyfield to Street Hey Lane road 
have been issued with notices to cut their hedges.  If they do not conform then the Council will do it and 
charge them.  A number of other problem areas were mentioned and it was agreed to pull together a 
list for Myles to take to the Council. Action: Sarah/Myles 

6. WRCS Issues 

6.1. Review of AGM There was general agreement that the AGM had gone well with a few extra people 
attending as a result of the leaflet drop.  However, if we do a leaflet drop in the future then more co-
ordination is required to reach all houses in the village. 

6.2 Actions arising from the AGM 

6.2.1 Church Yard Maintenance (7.5).  Ray reported that the grass has now been cut. 

6.2.2. Hooton Road – poor lighting (7.8) 

Myles reported that the derestricted area is likely to get a speed limit and when this happens 
there will be a requirement for increased lighting. 

6.2.3. Ruts on the Wirral Way (7.10) 

Jane had contacted the Ranger.  They want to resurface it but don’t have enough money at the 
moment. There was a van going along the Wirral Way which appears to have been electricity 
suppliers going to the pylons. Vicki commented that a car was also going along but the access 
gate has now been locked and the car has not been seen recently.  

6.3 Location of Future Meetings 

Chris reported that we have 27 members and the maximum the room can take is 25 for fire safety. It 
was agreed to continue to meet in the Memorial Hall as we were unlikely to have full attendance. 
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7. Publicity 

7.1. Information on Notice Boards 

It was agreed to do a summary of the key points of the meeting to put on the noticeboards, rather than 
minutes, noting that a full copy of the minutes is available on the website, at the Methodist church hall 
or by contacting a named individual. Action: Sarah 

Eileen commented that the rules for the noticeboard are not being followed. She will write these down 
so that they can be displayed.     Action: Eileen 

Eileen also noted that one key for our side of the notice board is missing.  Sarah agreed to ask Jim if he 
still has it.  Action: Sarah 

 

7.2 Options for a newsletter 

Chris expressed a concern that people do not know that WR&CS exists or what we do. It was however 
noted that there are a number of avenues for people to find out about WR&CS including organisation 
reports, the parish magazine, noticeboards and the website. Therefore, given our low income, it was 
agreed not to pursue our own newsletter although WR&CS could make better use of the Parish News. 

 

7.3 Webmaster for the website 

Barbara Jordan set up the website and has volunteered to continue to maintain this.  It was agreed that 
this arrangement should continue and that all web site updates should go via Chris, Sarah or Barry (for 
planning issues). Proposer: Hilary B  Seconder: Paul 

It was also agreed that a letter of thanks should go to Barbara for her work on the website creation. It 
was noted that the website is receiving up to 250 hits a day. Action: Chris/Sarah 

 

7.4 Personal Details on website 

It was noted that currently our names are on the website but no contact details. There is a generic 
email address that people can use.  It was agreed not to include any other personal details. 

8. Parking 

8.1 Disabled Parking 

There is a concern that there is no disabled parking in the heart of the village and it was suggested that 
the space on the Green next to the chevrons may be appropriate. Myles will investigate this. 

 Action: Myles 

8.2 Parking on the pavements 

Chris has raised the issue of parking on the pavements with the local police who have said that if there 
is an obstruction, they can intervene.  People should dial 101 to report offenders. 

9. Johnston Recreation Ground 

9.1 Report 

No report had been received from Roger James. 

9.2 Children’s Play Area 

Chris reported that concern has been raised about the state of the ground and the equipment in the 
play area. Myles commented that new gates have been put in and the issue of the ground state is 
expected to be fixed by the Council. Opportunities for raising funds to pay for new equipment were 
discussed and Ray agreed to ask Glenn to lead a group interested in improving the play area.Action: Ray 

10. Financial Matters 

10.1 Treasurer’s Report 

Hilary B reported that we have spent £76.36 since the last meeting, mainly on printing. We have 
received a grant of £592 for a kissing gate and a grant of £53 for printing.  The AGM made a small 
profit of £12.60.  The balance in the current account stands at £698.57 but when the kissing gate is 
paid for, it will reduce to £106.57. 

 

There has been no change to the District Community plan funds for which the balance remains at 
£2945.03. 

The lottery account stands at £1392.44.  Since the last meeting we have sold tickets to the value of £67 
and paid out two months of prize winnings of £120. 

 

10.2 Bank Account Consolidation 

A brief review of our bank accounts took place.  The following proposals were made by Ray, seconded 
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by Keith and agreed unanimously: 

a. To close a small account which holds £12.42 and transfer the funds to the current account; 

b. To open a separate account for the Community Led Plan (CLP) funds. 

c. To just have 3 accounts – current, lottery and CLP. 

 

It was also proposed by Hilary M, seconded by Keith and unanimously agreed to change the cheque  

signatories to Paul Janvier, Chris Hampshire, Sarah Shannon, Hilary Booth and Sue Unsworth.   

  Action: Hilary B 

10.3 100 Club 

The draw had already taken place for this month.  

11. Planning Applications, Decisions and Appeals 

Barry had already circulated an update. He drew people’s attention to two issues. The signs on the 
junction of Hooton Road and Heath Lane have been refused planning permission and should be taken 
down now.  A detailed submission strongly objecting to proposed housing at Goss Moor, Mill Lane has 
been submitted on behalf of the Society. The planning officer advised that there are indications that 
this application could be refused within the next week. Congratulations and thanks were given to Barry 
for doing the very detailed and professional submission. 

12. Local Councillor’s Report 

12.1 New Waste Collection 

Myles commented that the main issues he had dealt with were for people needing assisted kerbside 
collections. He had found the hotline 0300 123 7026 helpful and other members commented on how 
responsive it had been.  Myles had also received a petition of 120 names of people who objected to 
the restriction of two garden bins and asking for it to be raised to four, with a one-off charge rather 
than an annual fee. He will pass this on to the Council. Action: Myles 

 

12.2 Traffic Calming 

The group is now in abeyance as there is little more that they can do at the moment. Dragons teeth 
have been painted on the roads where the 30mph speed restriction starts. 

 

12.3 New Governance Arrangements for West Cheshire 

West Cheshire is a pilot area looking at how public services can work better together.  There are new 
proposals for strategic planning boards which include up to 46 community boards (one for each ward).  
These would drive forward the localism agenda.  The proposals are currently being consulted upon 
and the consultation document and response forms are available from:  

www.westcheshiretogether.org.uk/  

13. Christ Church News 

13.1 Open PCC Meeting 

Ray thanked people for attending the meeting which heard that the church is struggling to pay its 
stipend to the diocese.  This may mean that we will be unable to have a full time vicar when Ray 
retires. The church wardens are now following up the meeting by contacting everyone on the church 
electoral roll. 

13.2 Church Hall 

There continue to be issues of making sure that there is compliance with the Charity Commissioners 
requirements and also that builders keep to the agreed specifications. 

 

13.3 War Memorial 

The new plaque will be unveiled and dedicated at the Remembrance Service on 11
th
 November. 

14. Footpaths and Bridleways 

Jane reported that more work has been done clearing footpaths particularly part of Footpath 32, the 
one that runs from Hadlow Road past the Pollard Inn and eventually to the A540. The section of this 
path which runs parallel to the Wirral Way had become particularly overgrown. Unfortunately it had 
also become flooded as have sections of the Wirral Way. Myles agreed to follow this up.  Action: Myles 

 

Despite repeated requests to Greenspace that the two new Kissing Gates be erected, this has not yet 
happened nor have the finger post in the centre of the village and the additional directional signs 
towards the Wirral Way on Hadlow Road been put in place. Greenspace have given permission for the 

http://www.westcheshiretogether.org.uk/
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village walks signs to be updated (with colour coding if required). Jayne will produce a list of ‘must 
have’ signs and review the old wooden sign design to see what improvements can be made. Barry will 
check with his neighbour once Jayne has provided him with a sample wooden footpath sign.  

  Action: Jane/Barry 

 

We have had two volunteers come forward to 'adopt' a footpath in and around Willaston but we need 
more volunteers as the Greenspace team are on emergency funding and will only do the most essential 
work. 

 

There have been more complaints to the Council about traffic going down Footpath 30 (the footpath 
that runs between Mill Lane and Hooton Road). In addition there have been complaints about a fence 
and trees that are on the verge of this footpath. 

 

The route descriptions for the village walks have been added to the web site. A link to a printable leaflet 
will be added when it has been improved. Barry offered help with this.   Action: Barry  

 

Sarah reported that the Festival Society is planning to pay for cycle racks to be installed on the edge of 
the footpath from Elm Road meets Neston Road.     

15. Willaston District Plan 

Paul reported that during the summer a leaflet was distributed to every house in Willaston.  This has 
helped the group identify the key issues and will inform the draft questionnaire.  Five sub groups have 
been formed to cover the main issues: Traffic and Transport; Planning and Development; Environment; 
Community Facilities and Business/Commercial. Leaders of four of the sub groups have begun to 
recruit members but a leader is still needed for the Business/Commercial group. The groups will 
research facts about the issues raised and prepare appropriate questions for the main questionnaire 
which will be distributed early next year. Chris offered to help review any questionnaires using his 
previous experience in this area. 

 

A newsletter, together with minutes of the meetings is available on the Society website and also on 
Facebook.      

16. Memorial Hall 

Keith reported that the hall is solvent but external painting is needed for which quotes are being 
obtained. It was noted that the hall is almost fully booked. 

17. Community Reports 

It was agreed that in future, reports would be asked for in advance and circulated before the meeting 
and discussed by exception. There was not time to hear reports at the meeting but the following were 
submitted for inclusion in the minutes. 

 
Reports supplied by the Village Organisations 

  

             Friends of Willaston Meadow (Submitted by Hilary Morris) 
The application for a Heritage Lottery Fund grant to enable the renovation of Jackson's Pond and the 
boardwalk proved more complex than expected, and will not be completed in time to carry out work this 
year. In October we had a very busy working party, when the Wirral Countryside Volunteers helped us 
to scythe both the orchard and an area planted with perennial wild flowers. In addition, Louise Owens, 
who runs the Forest School, organised a large group of parents who cleared a new area from 
undergrowth and brambles for the children to use. In November they will again be planting young 
saplings and hedging. 

 
In October we took a display to Burton Manor garden to contribute to their Apple Days, which were very 
successful, attracting large numbers of visitors to the various stalls and the walled garden. Apples 
gathered from our orchard and those at Brimstage, Erddig and Eddisbury totalled 99 varieties. Visitors 
were able to taste many of the varieties, as well as have their own fruit identified by an expert. Our 

apple cake was particularly well received. 

     

            

Guiding Organisations (Submitted by Carol Savage) 
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All the Guiding units will join in the Remembrance Parade including Rainbows for the first time; they 

have been invited specially in recognition of their “Sponsored Scoot” to raise money for the War 

Memorial. Rainbows won’t be going into the church service; they will have their own activities in the 

Chapel school room and rejoin the return parade to the Legion. 

 

One of the Brownie units and the Rainbows are in urgent need of new leaders, we all have lots of girls 

but too few adults willing become warranted leaders. Please spread the word. 

This half term is very busy in the lead up to Christmas; units are taking part in a district event on 

Hadlow Field and all the Willaston units are holding a Rainbows to Rangers evening to enjoy games, 

crafts and a disco. Rainbows and one of the Brownie units are taking part in the Methodist Church 

Christmas Celebration Weekend by making and exhibiting their own Nativity scenes. Rainbows will 

also be attending the Toy and Christingle service at the Methodist Church. All the units will be 

celebrating Christmas in their own way with parties and in at least one case a visit from a very special 

person with a sack of goodies. 

  

 Hadlow Green Singers  

 No report received 

 

 Hadlow Green W.I.  

 No report received 

 

 Horticultural Society 

 No report received 

 

 Scouting Organisations (Submitted by Dave Kendall) 
Following retirement of Robyn Pearson at the end of summer term, we have a new Leadership team 
running the Cub Pack.  Mrs Fiona Speakes has taken on the role of Cub Scout Leader and Mrs Sally 
Bush has become Assistant Cub Scout Leader.  They are quickly finding their way and are fully 
supported by other Leaders in the Group and District.  We have also recruited an Assistant Beaver 
Leader, Mrs Alison Winstanley and a number of parents have volunteered to become Occasional 
Helpers.  The Group is now being led by Dave Kendall who has taken on the additional role of Acting 
Group Scout Leader. 

 

 Sporting Organisations  

 No report received 

 

 Willaston Hey W.I.  (Submitted by Hilary Morris) 
At the last meeting we heard from Peter Cunnington about leading botanical walks in the Pyrenees. 
This year we are giving a bursary for a member to attend a course at Denman College, or elsewhere, 
and a draw was held to find the lucky recipient. November sees the AGM, which will be followed by a 
talk from a representative of the charity "Save the Family", for which we have been collecting 
Christmas gifts over the past few months. There is no meeting in December, although the dining club 
will be having a Christmas dinner at the Nag's Head. Plans are in hand for a bridge afternoon in 
January, and for our annual dinner in February. The walking group has continued as usual, although 
the county walk to be held locally had to be cancelled because of excessive rain. 

 

 Willaston Methodist Church  (Submitted by Sheila Smith) 

Following the opening of the school in Haiti, built with the money from fund-raisings and donations from 
Methodist churches and individuals in this country, we are now doing individual 1:1 sponsoring for the 
education of children at the school. A service was held at Willaston Methodist Chapel which 
incorporated a talk and film of the experiences of those who went to the opening of the school, led by 
our Minister Rev. Marcus Torchon. 

  
Our Christmas services include the following; 
Open Saturday 15th December 10.00a.m. - 4.00p.m. 
Open Sunday 16th December 12.30p.m. - 6.30p.m. 
         Sunday 16th December 10.45a.m. - Toy and Christingle Service 
                                                 6.30p.m. - Candlelit Carol Service 
         Sunday 23rd December 10.45a.m. - Nativity Service 
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                                                 6p.m.     - Carol singing round the village in aid of NCH  

Christmas morning 25th  Dec.  10a.m. Short service.    

  

 Willaston PTA 

 No report received. 

 

 Willaston Royal British Legion Branch   

 No report received. 

 

 Willaston Surgery Patient Participation Group  (Submitted by Rob King) 
Following the publicity received via the Residents’ Society, the Parish Magazine, Posters and Leaflets 
in the Surgery our last meeting had an excellent attendance of over 80 people. Rob King was elected 
Chairman. There is a roadshow being held at Ellesmere Port Civic Hall on Thursday 8

th
 November  at 

6.00pm for anyone wishing to learn about health related plans for the area over the next 5 years.   
 

Dr Geoff Meyer confirmed his intended retirement at the end of March 2014 and this will coincide with 
the time when a fresh tender process will have been gone through for the running of the Willaston 
Surgery. Whilst it is anticipated that someone will wish to take it over Dr Meyer did make the point that 
there is a slight possibility that the practice could close down. The premises are currently jointly owned 
with Dr Helena Martin, a previous partner at the practice. Dr Meyer made the point that premises may 
be an issue with a new contract holder as they may not wish to encumber themselves with the 
premises for what would be a 3 year contract. A strong Patient Group can have influence – for example 
a practice in Ellesmere Port would have closed had it not been for patient pressure reversing the 
decision. 

 
The date of the next Patient Group meeting is Tuesday 29

th
 January 2013 at 7.30pm at the Memorial 

Hall. Anyone interested in being directly updated with information is encouraged to provide their email 
address to the Chairman (robking4@mac.com ) or via the Willaston Surgery. 

 

Willaston Village Festival Society (Submitted by Sarah Shannon) 

The Society is holding their AGM and celebratory lunch on Saturday 17
th
 November in the Memorial 

Hall.  Tickets are available from the Gift House. New committee members are needed, particularly 
those able to take on roles of grants and sponsorship officer, members and volunteers co-ordinator, 
catering co-ordinator and services and utilities manager. We have produced a calendar for 2013 
featuring photographs from the Festival which is available for £4. 

18. Any Other Business 

 

Lyn commented that grass had not been cut on the A41 between Hooton roundabout and the 
Chimneys.  Myles agreed to investigate. Action: Myles 

 

Sheila is revising the list of organisations.  Let her know if any names or phone numbers of the contact 
person has been changed. 

 

Eileen noted that people using scooters from Ash Tree Farm Court have problems as there are no 
drop down kerbs. Myles agreed to investigate. Action:Myles 

 

Jane commented that the implementation of high-speed broadband by BT is patchy in the village. 
 

 There being no other business, the meeting was closed. 
 

Dates for Committee Meetings in 2013:  
Mondays 7

th
 January, 4

th
 March, 29

th
 April, 1st July, 2

nd
 September, 4

th
 November. 

All in the Memorial Hall at 7.15pm. 
 
Date of the Annual General Meeting:      Friday 27

th
 September 2013 

mailto:robking4@mac.com

