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Willaston Residents’ and Countryside Society (WR&CS) 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on Monday 7
th
 July 2014 in the Memorial Hall 

Residents’ Issues 

No residents attended to raise an issue. 

Committee Meeting 

Present: (Officers): Chris Hampshire (Chair), Sarah Shannon (Secretary), Barry Vowles (Planning), Sue 
Unsworth (Publicity), Hilary Booth (Treasurer);  (Committee Members): Hilary Morris, Rob King, Paul Janvier, 
Sheila Smith, Fiona Ennys, Jean King, Myles Hogg, Helen Mayles, Carol Savage, Margaret Smyth and Martin 
Collins. 
 

1. Apologies for absence and Welcome to New Members 

 
Apologies were received from Jane Townsend, Hilary Gould, Leanne Kershaw, Vicky Spraggon, Lyn Jackson-
Eves, Madeline Hughes, Emma Sharpe and Phil Leach. 

 
2. Declarations of Interest  

 
Chris Hampshire declared an interest in the applications for planning permission from properties in The 
Courtyard and Ashtree Croft. 

 

3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 28
th
 April 2014     

 
The Minutes were proposed by Sue, seconded by Hilary Booth and accepted by the Committee as a true 
record of the meeting.     

 
4. Matters arising from the previous Minutes (28

th
 April 2014) 

 
4.1 Application to the Charity Commission (Item 6.1)  
Chris confirmed that he had written to the charity commission to confirm that we did not want to continue with 
our application. 
 
4.2 Restricted parking on the Green (Item 6.2) 
Myles confirmed that the Council is prepared to put in a disabled parking space and it is on their list to 
implement. 
 
4.3 Obstructions along FP70 (Item 11.5) 
Chris confirmed that he had written to the Council who advised that they will not take any action so the only 
possibility is legal action.  It was agreed we would not proceed any further with this issue. 
 
4.4 Chapel Youth Group (Item 13.2) 
Chris will write after the meeting today as the group’s final meeting was held recently.  In the organisations’ 
reports there is an extended review of the youth group which has also been put on the WR&CS website front 
page. 
 
4.5 Paving near Green (Item 6.2) 
The paving on the corner of the Hooton Road entrance to the Green has been realigned so that it is safer for 
mobility scooters to use. 
 
4.6 Spar Lorry (Item 4.3) 
The committee confirmed that there had been fewer issues with the Spar lorry parking recently and noted that 
they had been trying to keep the space outside clear on delivery days using cones. 

4.7 20mph zone (Item 10.3) 
Myles reported that additional works are being done on 11

th
 July to put a warning sign at each end of the 

zone.  Myles has received copies of the original traffic survey in Mill Lane which will be repeated in the 
Autumn to monitor any effect the 20mph zone has. 
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4.8 No 2 Atworth Terrace (Item 10.5) 
Myles has chased progress about this property which is very run down. There has been a delay but the 
Council will be contacting the owner about doing remedial work on the frontage. 
 

5. Reports from Working Groups 

5.1 Playground Working Group 
Sarah reported the amount raised is now just under £12,000.  Since the last meeting, donations have 
included: 

- £50 from Eileen Richmond; 
- £111.98 from various collection boxes. 

Two people from the Rotary did a sponsored walk on our behalf, the Willaston Rangers climbed Moel Famau 
and the Rainbows had a sponsored scoot on the Wirral Way. Money is still to be received from these 
activities. We are also expecting a substantial donation from the Johnston Recreation Ground advisory group. 
 
We have also been successful with a bid to CWAC Rural Funding for £10,313. However, this is dependent on 
a successful WREN bid (or other source within a certain time).  There was also a question from a CWAC 
Councillor about whether some of the New Homes Bonus could be used towards this funding.  This was 
discussed later in the meeting and Sarah will respond to CWAC.                                                 Action: Sarah 
 
We will hear about the WREN bid (£37K) at the end of July.  We have also arranged to meet the new 
landscape architect assigned to this project to ensure that the figures we were given a year ago are still 
applicable and to discuss some minor changes to the original plans that have come up in discussions since. 
 
Following the discussion at the last meeting, Sarah met an officer from Streetscene about having a tidy up day 
in the play area, which they have agreed to.  The type of work we will do is cut back bushes, trim the grass 
under benches and play equipment where the mower doesn’t reach and paint the wooden equipment and 
benches to make it look smarter. Sarah proposed and Sheila seconded that we put £76 from the play area 
fund for 5 litres of paint recommended by the Council together with £4 for paintbrushes. This was agreed by 
all present. It was also agreed that the tidy up day is held on the afternoon of Sunday 20

th
 July from 2-5pm 

and there was a discussion about ways of attracting helpers.                                                       Action: Sarah 

5.2 Bus Stop Working Group 
Chris reported that the group has received a quote for a wooden bus shelter which was around £10,000.  
They are still seeking a quote for a sandstone shelter. 
 
5.3 Friends of Hadlow Road Station 
Chris reported that he and Hilary Booth had met Simon Wood, the Ranger who is enthusiastic about the idea 
and that the Council have verbally agreed to a Friends group being established.  Some background work is 
being done and the plan will be to launch this at the AGM jointly with CWAC with the aim of establishing a 
group who will form the independent organisation to take this forward. 
 

5.4 Willaston District Community Plan 

Paul reported that the final consultation meeting had been held when members of the public were asked to 
prioritise the actions.  The group were pleased with the turnout which was around 80-90 people.  Barry had a 
list of people who asked to be kept informed and passed this on to Sarah to add them to the volunteer list 
already passed on.                                                                                                                         Action: Sarah 
At the end, a photo was taken of the formal handover and this needs to be publicised on the website, to the 
press etc. Barry also agreed to do a short summary of the day to go with the photo. 

                                                                                                       Action: Chris/Barry 
 
It was agreed we should write to the Council asking for their endorsement of the plan.                Action: Chris 
 
There was then a discussion about the need to prioritise which actions we now focus on.  Some of the actions 
prioritised at the consultation meeting are ongoing, others will be very difficult to implement and yet others are 
already in progress. A small sub group of Myles, Fiona, Chris and Barry agreed to meet to look at the 
prioritised actions and put together a rationale and recommendations for the next meeting. 
                                                                                                               Action: Myles, Fiona, Chris and Barry 
 
With regards to funding, there is currently £358 left in the Community Plan account.  There are still some 
expenses to go out but it is likely that the original £200 that was given by WR&CS can be returned.  If there is 
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any other remaining money, we would have to make a case for retaining it. Paul and Barry will finalise all 
expenses shortly.                                                                                                                   Action: Paul/Barry 
 

6. WR&CS Business 
 

6.1 Limited Parking on the Green 
There was a discussion about what the next stages should be to resolve the issue about whether we should 
limit parking on the Green following various consultations.  Barry suggested that there are two potential further 
actions.  One is to have a discussion with the Legion about whether they would allow parking with permits in 
their car parks and the other is to do a proper survey of people that park on the Green so that we are really 
clear about who uses it and why. This was agreed but that any survey should be left until after the summer so 
that a more ‘typical’ week’s use is identified.  In the meantime, we would ask to have a discussion about 
options with the British Legion.                                                                                                       Action: Chris 
 
It was also noted that we need to respond to the Council following their formal consultation.  It was 
unanimously agreed to go back to them to say no to the plans at the moment pending further research and if 
some of the issues raised can be resolved then we will ask for another formal consultation.                                      
Action: Myles  
 
6.2 Volunteer list from Community Plan 
Sarah reported that she had emailed all the volunteers from the community plan that had given their email 
addressed to let them know that their names had now been passed on to WR&CS to be contacted when 
opportunities for volunteering were available. Some asked for their names to be removed and there are now 
99 people who are on email plus a further 25 who did not give an email address. There was a discussion 
about how to ensure people who had not given an email address are kept informed.  Sarah proposed and 
Barry seconded that she write to the 25 people to give them the option of going on an email list and outlining 
other opportunities for keeping informed (eg noticeboard, website).  In addition, that all the email people 
should be offered the opportunity to go on another email list to be informed when minutes from the meetings 
are on the website.  This was agreed by all present.                                                                     Action: Sarah 
 
6.3 Annual General Meeting 
A draft agenda for the AGM on Friday 26

th
 September was distributed.  It was noted that three officers are due 

for election: Chair, Planning and Treasurer.  Chris, Barry and Hilary all stated that they are willing to stand for 
one more term. Fiona suggested that we need to consider whether we need an additional officer role of 
Volunteer Co-ordinator.  For presentations at the AGM, it was suggested that there should be 15 minute 
presentations about the Friends of Hadlow Station and the play area and 5 minute updates on the 20mph 
zone, parking on the Green, bus stops and the District Community Plan.  This was agreed. 
 
6.4 Equality and Diversity Policy 
Sarah circulated an equality and diversity policy which had been agreed by Officers to support a funding 
application.  Two amendments were suggested:  to remove the word ‘sex’ as this is covered by ‘gender’ and 
to use the phrase ‘sexual orientation’ rather than ‘sexuality’.  With these amendments, Barry proposed and 
Hilary Morris seconded that the policy should be adopted and put on the website’s constitution page which 
was agreed by all present.                                                                                                             Action: Sarah 
 
6.5 Cheshire Rural Women Awards 
Hilary Morris proposed and Paul seconded a nomination.  This was agreed by all present.  Rob agreed to 
draft the nomination statement for Sarah to send.                                                                 Action: Rob/Sarah 
 

7. Correspondence 
 
7.1 Dog Fouling Impact Day 
Chris had received information about dog fouling roadshows and Myles confirmed that this will take place on 
Tuesday 8

th
 July from 7.30am to 11. An officer from Streetscene, the Dog Warden and a Community Safety 

Officer will be initially at the Recreation Ground and then will go to other locations. 
 
7.2 Rural Local Council Sounding Board 
Chris had received an email about this national body.  He agreed to circulate it for comments.    Action: Chris 
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7.3 Burton Residents Society 
Chris had been contacted by the Chair of Burton Residents Society as they are being consulted about 
becoming a Parish Council.  He had explained that we have not yet been contacted by CWAC on this issue. 
 
7.4 Letter from Roger James 
Chris read out a letter from Roger thanking WR&CS for his gift.  Chris explained that rather than give a 
voucher as agreed at the last meeting, he had purchased a framed canvas print of the crocuses around the 
tree on the Green.  This had been really appreciated. 
 

8. Financial Matters 
 
Hilary Booth circulated the financial report.  This showed that the current account had a balance of £241.24; 
the lottery account a balance of £659.14; the playground account a balance of £4987.43 and the WDCP 
account a balance of £358.02.  Hilary commented that as the lottery year shortly comes to an end, we will be 
able to transfer £400 from the lottery account into our current account.  It was agreed that we should send out 
information about the lottery to the volunteer list when it is time for renewals.                   Action: Hilary/Sarah  
 

9. Planning Applications, Decisions and Appeals 
 
9.1 New Applications 
9.1.1 Cane House 
Barry reported that, following and email consultation with members, he has not put in any comments about the 
application to build 24 apartments on the site of the Cane House at Hooton Station.  It is believed that Hooton 
Residents Society will be putting in a detailed response. 

 
9.1.2 No 23 Ashtree Croft 
Barry reported that he intends to put in an objection to the application to put 3 bungalows in the garden of 23 
Ashtree Croft as it is not in accordance with infill guidance.   
 
9.2 Tree Survey 
Hilary Morris suggested that it may be appropriate to do a new tree survey for Willaston as the last one was 
done in the 1970s.  There are criteria for what trees can be listed such as an amenity value or significant age.  
Hilary agreed to talk to the horticultural society to see if they would be interested in working on this. 

          Action: Hilary Morris 
9.3 Mill Lane Applications 
9.3.1 Montrose 
Barry reported that he had attended and made a submission at the planning meeting considering the 
Montrose application.  Myles and Keith had also spoken against the application which was turned down by a 
significant majority. 
 
9.3.2 Netherfield 
The Netherfield application has not yet been progressed.  The Council are waiting for the agent to clarify 
some aspects of the application before a decision is made. 
 
9.3.3 Badger Butts 
The application to have the existing land deemed as a garden has been approved. 
 
9.4 Johnston Recreation Ground 
The football club is putting in an application to extend the right to have the container on the Recreation 
Ground as the term for the original application is nearing its end. 
 
The committee thanked Barry and Myles for the considerable amount of work that they had done recently, 
particularly around the Montrose application. 
 

10. Local Councillor’s Report 
 

10.1 Parking 
Myles stated that the Council’s Community Safety Wardens have a CCTV camera car that records footage of 
vehicles parked on zigzag lines outside school.  Offenders can get a Penalty Charge Notice of £75. 
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There will shortly be a consultation on extending the double yellow lines in Broadlake and Elm Road.  The 
latter was requested by the Highways Department following a serious incident in Elm Road. 
 
The owners of Cannel Court have put in a few extra parking spaces.  Adverts for tenants now clearly state 
that there is limited parking available. 
 
10.2 New Homes Bonus 
Myles reported that there is now a request form available for non-parished areas to get their New Homes 
Bonus.  The total available for Willaston and Thornton this year is £2,117 but as the majority of new housing 
has been in Hooton, Myles suggested approximately 33% would be available to Willaston (ie £706) on a 
pro-rata basis.  There is no deadline on when a submission can be made. 
 
10.3 Hooton Station Car Park 
Myles reported that the Council will be putting in an application to extend the car park.  In addition, Merseyrail 
are discussing a potential application for a two-storey car park which they would run, leasing the land from the 
Council.  It was thought that if this is put in, there could be an opportunity to require a footbridge to the Roften 
development. 
 
10.4 World War 1 Commemorations 
There will be an event at Hadlow Road Station on Saturday 27

th
 September to commemorate soldiers leaving 

to fight.  This follows a workshop that will take place at Willaston Primary School.  It was confirmed that 
information about this is on the website and when posters are available, we will ensure that they are 
distributed. 
 
10.5 Fracking 
IGas is drilling an exploratory well in Ellesmere Port to help understand the geology across their licence area 
which extends from the Dee Estuary to just west of Manchester.  There is a public drop in session on 
Thursday 10

th
 July from 3pm to 8pm at the Holiday Inn. More information is also available from 

http://www.igas-engage.co.uk/ 
 
10.6 Ready to Switch 
There is another chance to join the collective energy scheme where a number of councils have got together to 
enable residents to bulk buy their energy as a group.  In the last round, the average saving was £193 a year.  
Further information is available from: 
http://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/news_and_views/ready_to_switch.aspx 
       
10.7 Draft Health and Wellbeing Strategy 1914-19 
The Public Health team are currently consulting on the draft Health and Wellbeing Strategy which outlines a 
framework for improving health and reducing inequalities across Cheshire West and Chester. This can be 
found at http://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/healthandwellbeingstrategy. This includes a copy of the 
document and feedback forms.  
 
10.8 Eileen Macdonald 
Eileen has been invited to afternoon tea with the Lord Mayor in recognition of all she has done for Willaston. 

 
10.9 Heath Lane Travellers 
The temporary permit for the travellers will end soon and Myles said that the Council will fight not to extend it 
as there are now 12 new pitches available to travellers in Rossmore.  The group will be expected to return the 
site to the way it was before they took residence. 
 
10.10 Draft Housing Strategy 
Myles said that this strategy is now out for consultation and emphasised its strategic importance for future 
planning.  This can be seen at:  
http://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/your_council/consultations_and_petitions/council_consultations/ho
using_strategy_consultation.aspx 
Barry agreed to look at it initially and Chris urged other committee members to also look at it and let Barry 
have any comments.                                                                                                                 Action: All/Barry 
 
 
 

http://www.igas-engage.co.uk/
http://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/news_and_views/ready_to_switch.aspx
http://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/healthandwellbeingstrategy
http://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/your_council/consultations_and_petitions/council_consultations/housing_strategy_consultation.aspx
http://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/your_council/consultations_and_petitions/council_consultations/housing_strategy_consultation.aspx
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10.11 Hooton Road Footpath 
Barry commented that the footpath along Hooton Road is very overgrown and littered.  Myles agreed to take 
this up with the Council.                                                                                                                 Action: Myles 
 

11. Footpaths and Bridleways 
 
Jane had circulated a report which was discussed. 

 
11.1 Footpath behind Pollards Inn (FP 32) 
The mud on this footpath has only recently dried up.  Unfortunately the section of the footpath parallel to the 
Wirral Way is getting very overgrown, as is the extension of the path near the A540.  Jane has done some 
light trimming but it needs more drastic action and she has reported this to the Council. 
 
11.2 Bridleways 
Fiona reported that she is still waiting to hear from Leahurst to about the possibility of having a permissive 
bridleway linking Damhead Lane and the Wirral Way.   She will continue to chase this up.          Action: Fiona 
 
11.3 Willaston Walks Footpath Signs 
Unfortunately Jane’s application for funding for additional signposts was not successful but did make the short 
list so she is applying again. 
 
11.4 Kissing gates. 
The three kissing gates on FP 37, the one that runs between Adfalent Lane and the A540 have not yet been 
installed. Councillor Myles Hogg has agreed to provide the money from his Councillor’s budget for more 
kissing gates so that this footpath will be fully gated. If there is some money left over it will be used to improve 
the drainage/surface of FP 32. 
 
11.5 Strimming & footpath clearance 
We were promised last summer that certain Willaston paths would be strimmed twice this year with the first 
strimming to take place at the end of May. Sadly this has not happened but the Council is following this up 
with the company that does the work.  Thanks were recorded to all volunteers who have been tidying up 
footpaths that they have ‘adopted’.  It was agreed to email the volunteers to see if any more people would be 
interested in adopting a footpath. 

12. Organisations’ Reports 
 
12.1 Additional Items 
In addition to the reports, Hilary Morris reported that the logs in the meadow that are used for the Forest 
School had been deliberately vandalised/burnt.  The mess made has been tidied up and some more logs will 
be obtained.   
 
Rob reported that he had some concerns about the new triaging system at the surgery and asked people to 
let him know if there are any problems.  There is a meeting on Friday 1

st
 August for people to let Bridgewater 

know what they think about the new surgery provision. 
 
The reports below have been received from organisations: 
 
12.2 Christ Church  (Submitted by Jean King) 
On June 8th the Ecumenical Pentecost Service was held on the Village Green. It was well attended and we 
enjoyed perfect weather. On June 21st the Church Family attended a fund raising Midsummer Afternoon Tea 
in the Memorial Hall.  It was a full house!  We are very grateful for generous support from the Village Spar 
who provided the strawberries with cream. 
 
A Parish Profile is almost complete for submission to Chester Diocese. Following approval a nation-wide 
advertisement will be placed in the Church Times for a full time Priest in Charge for Willaston.    
 
12.3 Friends of Willaston Meadow (Submitted by Hilary Morris) 
In May the Friends held their AGM, when the speaker was Matt Thomas, a Wirral ranger who talked about the 
wading birds of the Dee estuary and their migration. 
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Since the Friends took over the management of the Meadow, in some years we have sighted the odd plant of 
common spotted orchid. We hope that a recent purchase of some turf (from a reputable source) containing 
orchid seedlings will help to establish another species in the plot where we are encouraging perennial flowers. 
The grass has grown strongly this year, and although CWaC contractors have mowed the paths, volunteers 
will have to cut the grass in the orchard, along with the regular tasks of cutting encroaching brambles and 
pruning hedges. 
 
12.4 Guiding Organisations  
This is a busy time of year for all the village Guiding units, as they make the most of the warmer and hopefully 
drier weather to enjoy outdoor activities. 
 
Unfortunately I don’t have detailed reports for the other units, I can only report on the Rainbows. 1st Willaston 
Rainbows is full and there are enough girls on the waiting list to keep the unit like this until well into 2015. We 
have a leader who has almost completed her training but are still looking for at least another younger leader to 
allow us “oldies” to retire. 
 
To raise funds towards the refurbishment of the playground the Rainbows are holding a “Sponsored Scoot” on 
Friday 4

th
 July along the Wirral Way from the start at Hooton finishing with a picnic at Hadlow Road station. 

We hope that it will be as successful as the one a few years ago when we raised money for the repair of the 
War Memorial. 
 
12.5 Hadlow Green Singers  
No report received 
   
12.6 Horticultural Society (Submitted by Lyn Jackson-Eves) 
It is that time of the year again for our ANNUAL SHOW on Saturday 2

nd
 August.  If you would like a Schedule 

please ring 327 6048.  This is a perfect opportunity to show your prowess in gardening, flower arranging and 
produce, and also great fun.  Have a go and you might even win a trophy. 
 
If you are not brave enough to exhibit in the Annual Show you have an opportunity to try your hand in our 
Autumn Show on Tuesday 16 September.  This is a fun show when members do the judging themselves.  
This is followed by a short quiz. 
 
Saturday 27 September is our Autumn Coffee Morning when you can pick up some bargain plants to fill any 
empty spaces.  Do come along and support us. 
 
The Society meets on the third Tuesday of each month in the Memorial Hall, at 7.30pm; details are shown on 
the Village Notice board, and if you are interested in joining us, come along or contact the Membership 
Secretary, Ms Jill Thompson, telephone number 336 5927. 
 
12.7 Johnston Recreation Ground (Submitted by Sue Unsworth) 
The committee has been in contact with the Council about spare plots in the allotments and some have been 
offered to people at the top of the list.  There have been some repairs done to the Pavilion and a request 
made for an additional bin which needs to be sited away from the Pavilion.  Anti-vandal paint has been put on 
the container for the football club.  The committee needs a new secretary. 
 
12.8 Memorial Hall  
No report received 
 
12.9 Scouting Organisations  
No report received 
 
12.10 Sporting Organisations  
No report received 

 
12.11 Willastonhey W.I.  (Submitted by Hilary Morris) 
Our birthday meeting in May was an opportunity to reminisce about former times, as we examined the 
scrapbooks produced since 1980. We voted on a resolution regarding organ donation for the national meeting 
in Leeds, and in June received a report from the President who attended on our behalf, before we were 
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entertained by a cartoonist. The barbecue in a member's garden was plagued by heavy showers, but not 
while the food was cooking, and we were well protected by a group of gazebos. 
 
Plans for the next few weeks include lunch on a canal boat in Chester, and visits to St Deiniol's library in 
Hawarden and Chester Cathedral tower. 
 
12.12  Willaston Methodist Church  (Submitted by Sheila Smith) 
Below is a special report about the history and closure of the youth club from Jim Shaw. 
 
Willaston ‘Outlaws’ Methodist  Youth Club 
 
The Youth Club was started in 1983 for the young people of the Methodist Chapel but within a few weeks was 
opened up to the youth from the whole of the village.  It started with just 6 members and met every 2 weeks, 
but rapidly grew in membership to the point that the age groups were split into younger (11 and 12 years old) 
and older (13 – 16 years old) groups, each meeting on alternate Mondays.   At its peak each group had 30 
regular attenders, and a third group was started and operated for a few years when the older members 
reached the designated leaving age but still wanted to continue.  Since formation, some 1000 different young 
people have been members of the club and the children of some early members have also participated.  The 
club was organised and run by volunteer helpers (primarily myself, David Smith and Chris Wells, with 
additional support at times) and the original club equipment was obtained on loan by the District Youth Worker 
from Ellesmere Port until such time as the club was financially self-supporting.  The premises were provided 
freely by the Methodist Church, although the club made annual donations to cover heating and lighting costs. 
Twice the Methodist Church has had to expand its premises to cater for the numbers of young people using 
its facilities. 
 
In recent years the numbers of members has fallen, whilst at the same time no younger leaders have come 
forward to take over the helm.  The new intake this year of school year 6 children was particularly small, such 
that the younger group was closed down last October, and whilst the numbers in the older group were not 
high the decision was taken to continue running the club until the end of the present school year.  Over the 
last few months the members using the club have fallen to a point where the club is no longer viable.  
Moreover the young people no longer seem to want to participate in the activities we have traditionally 
provided (table tennis, snooker, computer games, music).  The leaders have therefore taken the decision to 
close the club this summer. The Youth Club equipment is being offered freely to other groups across the 
Methodist Circuit. 
 
Although saddened by the closure, I look back on the last 31 years of mission in the knowledge that the 
Outlaws Youth Club has made a positive contribution to the life of this village community and in the 
recognition that a different approach is necessary to meet the needs of the present-day village youth. 
 
12.13 Willaston PTA (Submitted by Faye Clowes) 
With the school year coming to a close, our fundraising efforts are now on wind-down.  We had a very busy 
June with a sponsored Zumba, a Film Night and a very successful Summer Fair.  All were very well supported 
by the entire community, and were enjoyed by all who attended.  Our final event of the year - the Summer Ball 
- takes place on Friday (11th July) at Neston Cricket Club.  We estimate that we will have raised in the region 
of £10k by the end of the year.  We have already funded the purchase of some new iPads for each class, and 
will likely make a contribution towards the replacement of our school playground which is in urgent need of 
attention. 
 
12.14 Willaston Royal British Legion   
No report received. 
 
12.15 Willaston Royal British Legion Services Club  
No report received. 
 
12.16 Willaston Surgery Patient Participation Group  (Submitted by Rob King) 
On 25

th
 June, the Group held an open meeting at which Mr Stephen Ward, the Medical Director of 

Bridgewater Community Healthcare NHS Trust gave his vision for the future of the Surgery. The meeting 
started with a corporate presentation about Bridgewater and then this was followed by a Q & A session.  
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Unfortunately Bridgewater talked about a whole range of services that they offer within the Trust but it misled 
patients into thinking that this full range of services would be available at Willaston. This, of course, is not the 
case. Additionally, Dr Ward gave the impression that Dr Meyer would not be replaced and this therefore led 
people to think that appointments would be harder to get. On being questioned more on this point it became 
apparent that initially Bridgewater are not replacing Dr Meyer with a new lead clinician but there will be a 
doctor to cover the surgeries which Dr Meyer had held and therefore appointments should still be as readily 
available as they have always been. 
 
Dr Ward talked about the possibility of more people being seen by Nurse Practitioners and also mentioned the 
possible development of telephone and email consultations. However, he made the point that they have no 
wish to “rock the boat” from day one.  
 
As well as Dr Meyer retiring at the end of June, the Medicines/ Business Manager and Practice Manager are 
also retiring but we understand that they are being retained by Bridgewater to assist with the transition to 
newly appointed post holders. 
 
The Patient Group chairman made the point that patients had to be prepared for change. Change would have 
happened even if Dr Meyer had stayed. It was suggested that consideration be given to running some type of 
clinic (eg phlebotomy) at the Memorial Hall at the same time as the WI Market to save patients having to go 
up to the Surgery. It is understood that Bridgewater went up to the Hall last Friday to have a look around.      
 
Bridgewater says that they are keen to work with the Patient Group so we look forward to developing services 
which will keep patient satisfaction high. 
 
Village Retirement Presentation to Dr Meyer  
 
On Saturday 28

th
 June the Memorial Hall was almost full for the retirement presentation to Dr Meyer.  A 

collection for Dr Meyer had been hosted at the village pharmacy and a book was there for patients to sign and 
add their comments and good wishes.  
 
Over £1,000 was collected and this was used to purchase high quality BOSE sound equipment which Dr 
Meyer had expressed an interest in along with iTunes vouchers.  A bouquet was presented to Mrs Meyer.  
 
Rob King, as Chairman of the Patient Group, made the presentation to Dr Meyer who on qualifying as a GP 
had come to serve Willaston and the surrounding community in September 1981 – a career spanning 33 
years. 
 
12.17 Willaston Village Festival Society (Submitted by Sarah Shannon) 
The sun shone on our second attempt at a treasure hunt along the Wirral Way (having had to cancel it last 
September because of rain).  There was an excellent turn out and we are grateful to Mark and Anita Mitchell 
for holding a barbecue in their garden afterwards which everyone enjoyed. 
 
With less than a year now to the next Festival (25

th
-28

th
 June 2015), we urgently need people to help plan 

some of the activities.  This includes running an art exhibition, organising the fancy dress parade, preparing 
the children’s WW1 celebration lunch and managing the tea tent.  If you can help, please contact me on 327 
5318. 

13. Any Other Business 
 

13.1 Trees 

Sarah had received an email about some trees potentially available via the Willaston Rotary Club. It was 
suggested that these could be planted on the Recreation Ground.  Sarah agreed to pass the information on to 
the Recreation Ground committee.                                                                                                Action: Sarah 

 

13.2 Roads 

Fiona raised the issue of the recent temporary closure of Neston Road which the majority of residents were 
unaware of before it happened and which caused particular problems along Mill Lane. She also asked if the 
50mph sign on Birkenhead Road could be moved so that people have passed Mill Lane before the speed 
increase takes place.  Myles agreed to investigate.                                                                       Action: Myles 
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Barry asked about the derestricted area on Hooton Road which Myles has raised. 

 

13.3 School Playground 

Martin noted that the PTA may be helping fund the playground resurfacing and asked for guidance about who 
is responsible for this.  Myles confirmed that if there is a health and safety issue, the Council is responsible.  
He suggested that it is up to the governors to raise this with the Council. 

 

13.4 Ferrar Family Fun Day 

Martin reported that the day had raised over £4,000.  Many people present commented that it was an 
excellent event. 

 

13.5 Future Meetings 

Chris asked whether people felt we should meet more often, given the range of issues on the agenda.  It was 
agreed to put this on the agenda for the next meeting.                                                                  Action: Sarah 

                                                  
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 10.15pm. 

 
 
     Dates for Committee Meetings:  
      
     1

st
 September 2014 

     3
rd

 November 2014 
 
     2015 
     5

th
 January; 2

nd
 March, 27

th
 April, 6

th
 July, 7

th
 September, 2

nd
 November 

      
 
     All in the Memorial Hall at 7.15pm. 
 
     Date of the Annual General Meeting:      Friday 26

th
 September 2014 at 7.30pm 


