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Willaston Residents’ and Countryside Society 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on 3
rd

 September 2012 in the Memorial Hall 

Pre-Meeting Issues 

1      Residents’ Issues [15 minutes for residents to raise issues with the Committee]  

The Chair welcomed Mr Rob King, Acting Chair of the Willaston Surgery Patient Participation Group. 

The Group was formed to represent patients of Willaston Surgery in the healthcare services provided in the 
area but is not a conduit for moans and groans. All surgeries are required to have Patient Forum Groups. 
The group has mainly attracted older people and Mr King wanted a much broader membership.  

Mr King wished to let the community know of possible changes to facilities at Willaston Surgery once the 
current contract expires in 18 months.  This will coincide with the retirement of Dr. G Meyer and the 
renewal of the contract by tender.  Mr King thought it fair to say that patients of the Surgery had a pretty 
good service with most patients being able to obtain an appointment the same day, though not necessarily 
with their own doctor.   He said the new breed of contract holders appeared in some instances to be more 
interested in profit through reducing service levels and it was common to have to wait three to four days for 
an appointment.   
The existence of a strong group prior to the changes, which will inevitably take place, will be beneficial. 

Mr King said it was vital to keep the surgery open and the group will be holding a meeting on Monday 29th 
October from 7.30pm - 8.30pm, at the Memorial Hall.  The group is keen to hear from patients of the 
surgery who are unhappy with local healthcare services and is looking for far more members to join the 
group.  

Willaston Surgery’s website contains full details of the services provided – www.willastonsurgery.nhs.uk/ 
 

Committee Meeting 
Those in attendance:   
Officers: Barbara Jordan (Chair); Jim Goodwin (Secretary), Hilary Booth (Treasurer), Jane Townsend 

(Vice-Chair & Footpaths Officer), Barry Vowles (Planning Officer), Sue Unsworth (Publicity 
Officer)  

Committee Members: Sheila Smith, Sarah Shannon, Chris Hampshire, Eileen MacDonald, Roger James,  
Rev. Dent, Pam Irving, Hilary Morris, Paul Janvier. 

1 Apologies for absence:   
Margaret Smyth, Madeline Hughes, Carol Savage, Lyn Jackson-Eves, Myles Hogg, Keith Butcher, 
Martin Collins 

2 Declaration of Interest:  No submissions 

3 A motion to appoint Paul Janvier as a Resident Representative was unanimously approved.  It was 
agreed Mr Janvier will serve until the 2015 AGM at which point he can seek re-election. 

4 Minutes of the Meeting held 2nd July 2012 
The Minutes were accepted by the Committee as a true record of the meeting. 
Proposed by: Sheila Smith    Seconded by: Sue Unsworth 

5 Matters arising from the previous Minutes (2nd July 2012) 

5.1 Parking on the Green (Legal advice) (4.1) – It is legally possible to put a time limit for parking 
around The Green.  Cllr. Hogg asked the Residents' Society if it wishes this course of action to 
be pursued. 
The Committee agreed that parking restrictions should be implemented from 8am to 6pm, 
Monday to Friday, with a maximum stay of 3 hours.  In implementing these restrictions the 
Committee requests the Council to provide more Parking Enforcement Officer presence to 
enforce the restrictions. Action: Cllr. Hogg  

5.2 Improved lighting in the alleyway between Old Vicarage Road and Hadlow Road (4.3) –  
The Council feel this is unnecessary and will not fund the £2K work.   
Members requested, as an alternative, that the Council should either take action itself, or agree 
a course of action with residents adjacent to the alleyway, to have the trees that are obscuring 
the light and other trees that overhang the pathway cut back to allow more light. Fallen fruit on 
the pathway from the trees, particularly from The Old Hall garden should be cleared away for 
safety reasons.  Action: Cllr. Hogg 
It was also agreed to contact Project Rural Matters for possible funding toward lighting 
improvements as the area has a history of crime issues. Action: Sarah Shannon 

5.3 Suitable pruning to the Village Green tree (9.4) – Light pruning work will be done on the beech 
tree on The Green in the autumn.  

5.4 Discussion with the Council’s Dog Warden re: fouling (17.2) – No feedback    Action: Cllr. Hogg 
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5.5 Cutting of trees by Heath Lane [Willaston sign obscured](18.1) – No feedback Action: Cllr. Hogg  

6 Correspondence / Publicity 

6.1 Cheshire West and Chester Council is preparing a new Local Plan for the Borough.  The Local 
Plan will set out how much, what type and where new development should take place over 20 
years. It needs to tackle the need for new homes and jobs, the protection of our environment, 
support regeneration and bring about investment in new and improved infrastructure such as 
roads, schools and utilities. The Local Plan Preferred Policy Directions consultation is the next 
stage and it will run until Monday 12 November 2012.  
The consultation documents and questionnaires are available on CW&C consultation portal at 
http://consult.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/portal/cwc_ldf/cwc_lp/ and will also be available at 
all council offices and libraries across the Borough throughout the consultation period. 
Information and details of the events that will be taking place, can be found by visiting the 
website: www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/localplan     

6.2 A number of suggestions were made on the need to educate the community of what the 
Residents' Society does and to tell of its successes.  Suggestions included a quarterly newsletter 
or possibly jointly producing the Parish Magazine. The issue will be discussed at the next 
committee meeting. Action: Next Agenda 

7 Treasurer’s Report  (Report by Hilary Booth [as at 31
st
 August]) 

7.1 The current account balance stands at £3,062.36 consisting of £117.33 of Residents’ Society 
funds and £2945.03 of Community Led Plan funds.   

7.2 The balance of the Fundraising Account is £1445.44, which includes 100 Draw prize money and 
future expenses until August 2013. Winner’s payments to August 2013 will total £720.   

7.3 Use of the Residents' Society’s banking facilities – It was agreed that if any community group or 
organisation requested the Residents' Society to handle monetary transactions on their behalf 
then a majority of the committee members must be in agreement.  This could be approved by 
email responses to speed the operation. 

7.4 The committee approved an amount of £53 being transacted on behalf of the Traffic Calming 
Committee. 

8 Planning Applications, Decisions & Appeals 
The Committee reviewed the planning applications for the period July & August 2012.  The Planning 
Officer has provided an independent Planning Report so updated information can be added between 
Willaston Residents' & Countryside Society Committee Meetings.  [See the latest Planning Report] 

9 Local Councillor’s Report [Cllr. Myles Hogg] 

9.1 TPO Tree – A tree, subject to a tree preservation order, at 2 The Courtyard will be removed as it 
is in a dangerous state. 

9.2 Hanns Hall Livery Stables – The person who claimed this was his residence, as he had resided 
there for over 5 years, has now been granted his residency. 

9.3 Travellers – The Council has won a case where travellers wanted permanent permission for a 
temporary site in the Greenbelt.  The Inspector rejected the case, in Mickle Trafford, as the 
Council is recognised as trying to create more permanent sites for such people. 

9.4 Hooton Station car park – This will be expanded over the next two years by around 160 spaces 
at a cost of c £300K. 

9.5 Traffic Calming – Dragon’s teeth markings are promised for the Village gateways in Hadlow 
Road, Neston Road and Hooton Road. 

9.6 Work on the Birkenhead to Capenhurst overhead power lines – Between the beginning of 
September and the end of November, National Grid will be replacing the fittings that connect the 
wires to the pylons.  The work will start replacing the fittings on one side of the pylons at 
Birkenhead and work towards Capenhurst, then turn around and work on the other side back to 
Birkenhead.  One side of the pylon will remain operational to avoid power cuts.  In some places it 
may be necessary to close footpaths for safety reasons. Contact No. for queries 0800 021 7878. 

9.7 Proposed local scheme for Council Tax Benefit – Questionnaires are being sent to all homes 
across the Borough as part of a 12-week consultation as to how the Council can pay for the 
estimated £2.6M annual shortfall when the Council takes over the running of the scheme from 
the Government from April 2013.  Three options are proposed. 

9.8 Bulletin for Local Town and Parish Councils – This is asking for feedback from Local and Parish 
Councils on a number of topics, including; 



 
 
 

3 

9.8.1 Review of Housing Allocation Policy Consultation – a review of the policy for letting social 
housing 

9.8.2 A New Draft Planning Strategy for the Borough – How much, what type and where new 
development could take place over 20 years  

9.8.3 Healthwatch Consultation – the introduction of Heathwatch organisations in the area by April 
2013 will provide an independent voice for the public in their dealings with all health and social 
care services. 

9.9 Consultation on topics for Interim Housing Planning Policy Statement – The consultation on the 
preferred options for the Local Plan opened on 31

st
 August and runs through until 12

th
 

November. The intention is to establish an Interim Housing Planning Policy Statement (IHPPS), 
which provides the basis to work constructively to increase the supply of new housing, of the 
right type, and in all the right places. 

10 Footpaths and Bridleways (Submitted by Jane Townsend, Vice Chair & Footpaths Officer) 

10.1 The Footpaths Officer has been inspecting footpaths signs along local footpaths and 
recommending improvements. Many of the original Village Walk signs have been lost or rotted 
away. The Village Walks leaflet is having to be amended to take account of the deficiencies in 
signing. Unfortunately the Council has limited funding for improving the official signs and for 
footpath maintenance. They have, however, promised a finger post in the centre of the village 
pointing towards the footpath leading to the mill and the introduction of additional warning signs 
for the users of the crossing on Hadlow Road from both directions towards the Wirral Way. The 
Highways Engineer will also discuss the issue of additional directional signing with his Area 
Highways Manager and will draw up sign designs for the entrance to Hadlow Station.  

10.2 Myles Hogg has provided funding for two more kissing gates to replace stiles from his 
Councillor's fund. We are waiting for permission from the Council to proceed with the work. Chris 
Hampshire and Jane Townsend cleared the footpath behind the Memorial Hall and Wirral 
Footpath Volunteers including the Willaston Footpaths' Officer have been attempting to clear BR 
36, the path that runs parallel to the Wirral Way from Heath Lane towards the village. Volunteers 
are needed to adopt a footpath to keep all our footpaths clear. 

10.3 The cycle path has now been extended along the Wirral Way from Heath Lane to Hooton 
Station, sharing the path with pedestrians. 

11 Willaston District Community Plan  

11.1 Financial obligations of WR&CS / WDCP under the Terms of Agreement of the Development 
Grant  
The Chair said that she and the Chair of the Willaston District Community Plan Steering Group 
had signed an agreement in which all members of both committees are jointly and severally 
liable custodians of the grant money. The Committee agreed that no other financial procedures 
were required as a proper audit trail was already in place in which all claims had to be counter-
signed by the Chair or Treasurer of the Willaston District Community Plan before payment by the 
Treasurer of the Willaston Residents' & Countryside Society. 

11.2 A copy of the Willaston District Community Plan Constitution is to be included with the Willaston 
Residents' & Countryside Society documents. Action: WDCP Chair 

11.3 The Committee unanimously approved a donation of £200 to the WDCP fund. 

11.4 The Committee agreed to allow the Willaston District Community Plan group to use the 
Residents' Society’s Lottery Licence to raise funds.  

11.5 Progress report – Paul Janvier, Chair of the Steering Group 

The Willaston District Community Plan Steering Group, comprising 13 members and supported 
by a further 12 volunteers, are progressing with the preliminary workings leading to the main 
questionnaire which is planned to be issued in early 2013.   

A leaflet has been issued recently to 1290 houses and businesses in the village and adjacent 
areas with the purpose of informing residents and businesses about the Plan and to seek initial 
views.  The return as at 29th August is 3.3% of the total delivered but this is expected to 
increase before the end of September.  Needless to say that by far the main topic of interest 
continues to be Parking & traffic, although 12 issues in total are raised.  

Under the Terms and Conditions agreed between the Willaston District Community Plan 
Steering Group and the Willaston Residents and Countryside Society, who act as bankers for 
the grant and other monies that are raised, the steering Group have access to an income of 
£3,250 of which £500.97 has been expended, leaving a balance of £2,749.03 as at 15th August. 

12 Resident Representatives 
A motion to increase the number of Resident Representatives was discussed and deferred for further 
consideration. Action: Next Agenda   
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13 Secretarial / Publicity Assistance 
Barry Vowles volunteered to assist both the Secretary and Publicity Officer as required. 

14 Residents' Society’s Website  

14.1 The site is constantly being updated.  The Methodist Church has asked for a page and the 
Willaston Village Festival Society has asked for a link. 

14.2 Chris Hampshire congratulated Barbara Jordan on setting up the site and Barbara thanked Chris 
and Barry Vowles for their help. 

14.3 Chris Hampshire said the Society needed to appoint a website officer.  Barbara Jordan agreed to 
maintain the site for up to six months. Action: Next Agenda 

14.4 It was agreed that future email communications with the Residents' Society would be through the 
‘Contact’ page of the Residents' Society’s website or directly to the website mail using the 
address admin@willastoninwirralresidents.org  

15 AGM 

15.1 Officer Positions Open to Election – The Society has received the following nominations: 

Chair – Chris Hampshire;  Vice Chair – Jane Townsend [for re-election];   
Secretary – Sarah Shannon [nomination subsequent to the meeting];   
Publicity Officer – Sue Unsworth [for re-election] 

15.2 Organisations Review – It was agreed that the Residents' Society should invite the Royal British 
Legion branch to be represented on the Committee. Action: The Secretary 
The Society will request the Scout Organisation to appoint a new representative to the 
Committee.    Action: The Secretary 

15.3 Speaker for the AGM – It was agreed that David Nind would be asked to present a talk on 
Willaston Meadow. Action: Hilary Morris 

15.4 It was agreed to ask Pat James to provide the wine and cheese. Action: Roger James 

15.5 It was agreed that the AGM would be publicised around the Village. Action: Officers 

16 Johnston Recreation Ground  (Report by Roger James) 

16.1 No barriers are required around No.1 pitch as the football team has been relegated to Division 1. 

16.2 More pitches are in use this year. 

16.3 A meeting of the Johnston Recreation Ground Committee is to be arranged. 

16.4 Nothing has been resolved regarding the container. 

17 Memorial Hall 

17.1 No report submitted 

18 Community Projects 
Reports supplied by the Village Organisations 

18.1 Friends of Willaston Meadow  (Submitted by Hilary Morris) 

This has been a difficult season for carrying out maintenance, with all the rain creating much 
growth while limiting opportunities for grass cutting on the paths. The main cut on the whole 
meadow is expected shortly, and work has started to improve the muddier parts of the paths. 
The orchard too has become overgrown, but in October we expect help from the Wirral 
Countryside volunteers to scythe the area. 

The Friends enjoyed a guided tour of the restored walled garden, ice house and orchard at 
Burton Manor. We plan to join their Apple Weekend in October, taking samples of our varieties 
for tasting, and adding some of our crop to theirs for pressing into juice. 

The school will resume their Forest School activities in the Meadow this month, and a meeting 
will be held shortly to discuss future plans.    

18.2 Guiding Organisations  (Submitted by Carol Savage) 

There have been no Guide units meetings during the summer break but activities will be 
restarting with the new school year. 

18.3 Willaston Hey W.I.  (Submitted by Hilary Morris) 

Recent talks have included the history of a chemical weapons plant in North Wales, and details 
of the trial of a doctor performing illegal abortions in Liverpool, who was found not guilty by a 
male jury despite the evidence.  

In September we shall be learning about earthquakes, and in October hearing about a trip to the 
French Pyrenees. 
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Members have enjoyed an outing to Abbeywood Gardens and a trip on the Llangollen Canal, 
and some ladies attended a Cheshire weekend at Denman College. Future plans include visits 
to the Victoria Museum at Liverpool University and a performance of "Calendar Girls" in Heswall. 

The walking group were conducted round a local organic farm by the farmer, and enjoyed a 
circular walk from Parkgate. A walk involving members from the whole county will take place 
locally on 18 September. 

The Bridge group continues to meet each Thursday, and the Dining Club will be having another 
meal at the "Nag's Head" in September. 

18.4 Willaston Methodist Church  (Submitted by Sheila Smith) 

The two Youth Club groups are now in their 30th year, many thanks to Jim Shaw, still at the 
helm from their formation! 

"CREATE" is the newest venture, which is a monthly after school club for age one to ten year 
olds, with their parents or carers. There is art and craft, refreshments, and child-friendly praise. It 
is proving popular, and free! 

 The Chapel participated enthusiastically in the Village Festival in the summer, having a Flower 
Festival with the theme of the "Olympics", referring to appropriate bible passages on sport. They 
also served tea and cakes during the weekend festivities. The complete redecoration of the 
Chapel was finished just in time for the festival, although a visiting pigeon made it necessary to 
do a little re-touching afterwards! 

Since the tragic earthquake in Haiti, home of Marcus, the current Willaston minister, Willaston 
Methodist Chapel and friends have combined with other Methodist churches in the circuit in a 
massive fund-raising venture to rebuild a school there. This has just been completed, and 
Marcus is currently back in Haiti, briefly, for the opening, along with two representatives from this 
area. 

Many thanks to all who supported, and donated to this most needed and appreciated project. 

18.5 Willaston Village Festival Society  (Submitted by Sarah Shannon) 

Following the success of the last Festival in July, we are already thinking about the next one to 
be held in 2015.  However, having planned two successful events some committee members 
feel it is the right moment to hand the baton on to others.   If you would be interested in finding 
out more about serving on the committee, please contact Sarah Shannon on 327 5318.  

We are particularly looking for people to take on responsibilities of secretary, catering, children’s 
events, grants officer, organisation of volunteers and managing the provision of utilities and 
services for the next Festival. 

In the aftermath of the Festival, we now have need for storage facilities for a range of items.  If 
you have a dry, empty shed or something similar we can use, again please contact Sarah 
Shannon on 327 5318 

Finally if anyone has any photographs taken at the Festival, we would delighted to see them as 
we would like to explore the possibility of producing a fund raising calendar as a memento of the 
weekend.  Please contact Joan Butcher on 327 5191. 

Our AGM is on Saturday, 17th November at the Memorial Hall followed by a celebratory lunch. 

Our Willaston Village Festival Society mementos, all exclusively designed and featuring scenes 
of Willaston village, are now available at discount prices as follows: 

 Aprons - were £7.50     now £5.50 

 Calico Bags - were £3.50  now £2.50 

 Fridge Magnets - were £1.50  now £1.00 

 Tea Towels - were £3.99 now £2.50 

To place your order and for all enquiries, please email 
merchandise@willastonvillagefestival.org.uk  

Sarah asked the committee for feedback on ideas of items for the village that can be bought with 
profit from the Festival.  She said that they had asked for suggestions in their evaluation and the 
most popular had been that the Society kept the money for future events.  They will be doing this 
but also want to provide something for the village.  Another popular suggestion was a bench and 
one has been purchased.  Sarah asked for feedback about where this should be placed and it 
was agreed that a bench on the Little Green would be appropriate.  Sarah also wanted feedback 
on a suggestion of providing bicycle racks in the village.  There was not time to discuss this in 
detail so she agreed to circulate a paper to members for their comments. 

19 100 Club News 

19.1 Sept. draw: 1
st
 Prize: Mike Kennedy;   2

nd
 Prize: Wendy Richards;   3

rd
 Prize: Pat Try 

The draw was made by Barbara Jordan and Jim Goodwin. 
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20 Any Other Business 

20.1 Heritage Open Days’ has produced an excellent booklet which includes a walk around Willaston.   
See http://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/directory/hod014882e for details 
The walk commences from Hadlow Road Station at 2pm on Saturday 8

th
 Sept.   

Pre-book with Hilary Morris on 0151 327 4632 

20.2 A member reported that the Recreation Ground appears to be covered in white paint and looks a 
mess. 

20.3 It was proposed to provide details of the AGM in the Parish News but were advised that the 
deadline for the September issue had already passed.   It was agreed that an announcement of 
‘the first 15 minutes of each committee meeting being dedicated to residents to address the 
Committee on village issues’ should be included in the Parish News.   Action: Sue Unsworth 

20.4 Sheila Smith asked if the £10 contribution to the Residents' Society from organisations still 
applied.  The Treasurer said this was promoted when funds were extremely low but was no 
longer essential. 
Donations to the Society are always welcome for it to continue its work on behalf of the 
community. 

20.5 The Secretary, this being his last Committee Meeting in the post, thanked all committee 
members for their support over the past eight years.  He also thanked Barbara Jordan for taking 
on the role of Chair during the past year. 

20.6 The Chair, shortly to leave the Society, echoed similar sentiments and thanked the Secretary for 
his work during his time in office. 

20.7 The committee members thanked Barbara and Jim for their contributions to the Residents 
Society and wished them all the best for the future. 

 

There being no other business, the meeting was closed. 
 

 
Date of the next Committee Meeting:      Monday 5th November in the Memorial Hall at 7:15pm. 
 
Dates for Committee Meetings in 2013:  Monday 7

th
 January, Monday 4

th
 March, Mon 29

th
 April,  

  Monday 1st July, Monday 2
nd

 September, Monday 4
th
 November  

 
Date of the Annual General Meeting:      Friday 28

th
 September 2012;  Friday 27

th
 September 2013 

  
These Minutes are subject to ratification. 
J Goodwin, 
Secretary 
 
See the latest news from Willaston Residents' & Countryside Society by visiting:  
the Society’s website: http://www.willastoninwirralresidents.org/         or  
the AboutMyArea website: http://www.aboutmyarea.co.uk/Cheshire/Neston/CH64/Villages-in-CH64/Willaston  
 
Email Willaston Residents' & Countryside Society through the ‘Contact’ page on the Society’s website, the link 
on the AboutMyArea website’s WR&CS page or directly to admin@willastoninwirralresidents.org.  
Write to the Society c/o the Secretary, Memorial Hall, The Green, Willaston, Neston CH64 2XR                    
 


