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Willaston Residents’ and Countryside Society (WR&CS) 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on Monday 6
th
 January 2014 in the Memorial Hall 

Residents’ Issues 

No residents attended to raise an issue. 

Committee Meeting 

Present: (Officers): Chris Hampshire (Chair), Jane Townsend (Vice-Chair & Footpaths Officer), Sarah 
Shannon (Secretary), Hilary Booth (Treasurer), Sue Unsworth (Publicity), Barry Vowles (Planning), Keith 
Butcher (Willaston Memorial Hall);  (Committee Members): Hilary Morris, Rob King, Myles Hogg, Lyn 
Jackson-Eves, Paul Janvier, Sheila Smith, Madeline Hughes, Fiona Ennys, Martin Collins, Carol Savage, Phil 
Leach, Vicky Spraggon and Helen Mayles. 
 
In attendance for item 3: Shan Wilkinson, Cheshire West and Chester Council. 

1. Apologies for absence  
 
Apologies were received from Emma Sharpe, Margaret Smythe and Leanne Kershaw. 

 
2. Declarations of Interest  

 
Chris declared an interest in the planning application for 11 The Courtyard. 
Keith declared an interest in the planning application for Montrose, Mill Lane as he is a member of the 
Strategic Planning Committee. 

 

3. Future of Library Service in Willaston 
 
Shan Wilkinson, Library Services Manager at CWAC attended the meeting to discuss the future of the library 
service in Willaston. Two papers had been previously circulated containing a summary of attendees to the 
existing service in the Methodist Hall for September – November 2013 and a summary of the consultation 
survey. 

 
The summary of attendees showed that there is a low level of use of the library, with a total of 124 visits over 
the three months. Some days there had been no attendees. 

 
Shan said that she was pleased with the response to the consultation, although surprised that 44% of those 
responding did not live in Willaston.  The consultation made it clear that many Willaston residents do not use 
the library: Neston was the most popular alternative, with 83.7% of respondents using it. The survey also 
showed a high level of interest in having a mobile library, with just under half of respondents saying that they 
would use it if it visited Willaston. The main concern raised in the survey was the time when the mobile would 
visit. 

 
Shan said that no decisions had been made about when a mobile would visit.  She is proposing to have a 
complete review of the mobile library service in CWAC to ensure that the best value of the facility is made. 
They will have to replan all the routes and would fit Willaston into this. She expects new routes to have a stop 
in each area every three weeks. Committee members suggested that as the current Saturday sessions are 
popular, perhaps this could be considered for the mobile facility, although currently it does not run on 
Saturdays. Another option suggested was that transport was provided to Neston Library. 

 
Shan also said that no decision had been made about where the unit would park but suggested that pub car 
parks are often used.  Committee members suggested that Pollards would be the more suitable one. 

 
The current facility at the Methodist Chapel will continue for two sessions a week until a decision is made and 
Shan confirmed that the Chapel would be given reasonable notice for when the service ceases. 

 
Shan also confirmed that the library service is under financial pressure and there is a consultation currently 
about their budget which includes reducing the book fund and staff reductions. 
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The meeting expressed its appreciation to Shan for attending the meeting and continuing the dialogue before 
decisions were made. 

 
4. Minutes of the Meeting held on 1

st
 July 2013     

 
The Minutes were proposed by Paul Janvier, seconded by Hilary Booth and accepted by the Committee as a 
true record of the meeting.     
     

5. Matters arising from the previous Minutes (4
th
 November 2013) 

 
5.1 House signs on Little Green (Item 4.1) 
The request is still with the Highways Department. Myles has chased them up. 
 
5.2 Charity Commission (Item 8.1) 
Sarah has emailed about our constitution but had not yet received a response. 
 
5.3 One Way System (Item 9.2) 
The consultation about the one way system around the Green and limited parking is now taking place. 
Responses need to be in by 17

th
 January. Some concern was expressed that it will result in a lot of signage 

around the Green. The area in front of the Red Lion is not included. It was noted that information has not been 
put on the noticeboard.          Action: Myles/Sue 
 
5.4 GP for Roften development (Item 14.17) 
Rob reported that Dr Meyer had made it clear that he couldn’t provide GP facilities for the additional patients 
from Roften. However, Myles advised that at the time of the outline application all the other surgeries 
approached had confirmed that they had capacity. Rob made the point that the original application was made 
some time ago and the situation may have changed. 
 
5.5 Recognition of people who have contributed to the village (Item 15.3) 
Chris circulated thank you cards from Ray and Eileen. 
 
 5.6 Transfer of Services from Clatterbridge Hospital (Item 15.2) 
Rob has spoken to the person who is due to consult on the proposals and suggested that she use Patient 
Groups (which she was previously unaware of).  She will be invited to attend the next Willaston group. 
 

6. Reports from Working Groups 

6.1 Playground Working Group 
Sarah reported that the playground appeal has now reached over £9,000 with contributions from a range of 
individuals and groups.  In January, the working group will be approaching local businesses asking them to 
have a collection box. They applied for grants to two housing associations (Adactus and Plus Dane) but these 
were unsuccessful. Currently they are preparing an application to Tesco Charitable Trust and will then focus 
on the WREN application. The committee expressed their appreciation to Sarah and the working group for 
their significant progress to date. 
 
6.2 Bus Stop Working Group 
It was noted that Mr Sanderson died recently and it is not clear who else can be approached for a quote to 
provide a sandstone bus shelter on the Green. Myles is looking into the planning regulations for this. 
 

7. WR&CS Business 
 

7.1 Rotary 
Barry highlighted that a new Rotary group in Willaston has started and that information from Neston Rotary 
has also recently been circulated to members. He confirmed that the two groups work closely together. It was 
agreed to offer to promote their existence and meetings on our website.               
Action: Barry 
 
7.2 Correspondence  
An email had been received about Elizabeth’s Cottages which officers had agreed a response to. Chris 
confirmed that the decision had been made by CWAC today that the houses would be named Elizabeth’s 
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Cottages. The email correspondence also raised an issue about the position of organisation representatives 
and how much delegated authority they have. It was felt that it was implicit that individuals have the authority 
to vote but individual organisations agree the powers representatives have. It was proposed by Barry, 
seconded by Jane and agreed by all that representatives should discuss this matter with their organisations 
and this will be included on the agenda of the next meeting.    Action: All organisation representatives 
 

8. Financial Matters 
 
Hilary Booth reported that as of 6

th
 January, our current account balance was £567.95, the lottery fund 

balance was £1136.44, the play area account balance was £3000 and the community led plan account 
balance was £1957.17. More lottery tickets had been sold so we are now able to offer a fourth prize of £15, 
rather than £10. Hilary had investigated alternative accounts for the play area fund but the interest was so low 
that it was not worth changing accounts. 
 
Paul confirmed that although the community led plan has a healthy balance, most of this is likely to be used in 
printing the plan. Any remaining money may go back to Cheshire Community Action. 
 

9. Planning Applications, Decisions and Appeals 
 
It was agreed that Chris and Keith could remain in the meeting for this item. 
 
9.1 Montrose, Mill Lane 
Barry had sent detailed objections to this application. The initial view of the planning department was to 
approve it but Myles has asked for it to be called in for the Planning Committee to discuss.  
 
9.2 Roselea Farm 
Barry had responded that there were no real objections to the change of use as it is for family usage and there 
is no increase in the area of building. However he had emphasised that the building must comply with 
regulations. 
 
Fiona asked about stealth development, citing polytunnels in Mill Lane. Keith confirmed that each new 
polytunnel had been given planning permission but both he and Myles had raised questions about them. Keith 
confirmed that if something is built that does not conform to the planning agreement, the Authority can take 
action, including removal. It was noted that if residents are aware of issues, they should inform the planning 
department so that the enforcement officer can look into it. 
 
9.3 Signs on Hooton Road 
Attention was drawn to the new signs at the physiotherapists and a builder’s sign at a house on Hooton Road. 
Barry agreed to check if they comply with planning regulations.                                                    Action: Barry 
It was agreed that the Society should have an agreed policy on signage and that this will be an item on the 
agenda for the next meeting.                                                                                                          Action: Sarah 
 
9.4 Strategic Land Assessment 
Myles reported that the land on Hooton Road, opposite the Roften development is no longer included in the 
Strategic Land Assessment as being suitable for housing. 
 
9.5 Building in Ledsham 
Myles reported that the application by Redrow to build a further 1600 houses in Ledsham has been approved.  
Concern was expressed that the back roads to Hooton Station would become a rat run. 
 

10. Local Councillor’s Report 
 
10.1 Special Expenses 
The issue of special expenses for non-parished areas was debated at the full council. The vote was 32-31 and 
special expenses may end in May 2015. 
 
10.2 Old Farm Close 
Consultation is currently taking place about extending double yellow lines into Old Farm Close. 
 
10.3 Hooton Station Car Park 
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Hooton Station car park will be extended to give an additional 200 spaces. 
 
10.4  20 Mph Zone 
Myles confirmed that the zone will be created at the end of January and it will be a mandatory speed limit. He 
also confirmed that there will be a traffic survey in Mill Lane to understand the effect that the speed limit has 
for the lane. 
 
10.5 Council Complaints Procedure 
To complain to the council, you can go online or email solutionsteam@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk or ring 
0300 123 8 123 or visit a customer service centre. 
 
10.6 Police Community Safety Officers 
Committee members confirmed that PCSOs no longer regularly came to the Country Market, although they 
had attended in December.  Myles will raise this with them.                          Action: Myles 
 
10.7 National Grid 
A new underground cable system is being developed which will mean that the A540 Chester High Road will 
be closed for a period. Further details will be provided in due course. 
 

11. Footpaths and Bridleways 
 

11.1 Footpath behind Pollards Inn 
Jane reported that she has continued to contact Mr Atkinson, the Council Footpaths Officer about this footpath 
(FP 32). He has promised to take action on this footpath but still nothing has happened. She suggested that 
concerned residents could email laura.shakeshaft@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk if they have any 
complaints concerning this footpath. Jane also reported that horse dung has regularly appeared on this 
footpath on sections where there are probably no private access rights for horse owners and requested that 
horse owners use bridleways (e.g. Smithy Lane) instead of using public footpaths.  On public footpaths the 
only public rights are for walkers and their accompaniments (e.g. dogs, pushchairs and wheelchairs). Hilary 
Morris reported concerns expressed to her that horse dung is being tipped onto this footpath where it adjoins 
a field. Jane agreed to approach the owner to ask how it is removed.                                            Action: Jane 
 
11.2 Bridleways 
Fiona Ennys has written to Leahurst asking for a meeting to discuss the possibility of an additional way for 
horse riders and cyclists to access the Wirral Way on the Neston side of the village. We are still waiting for a 
reply and Fiona will chase this up.                                                                                                  Action: Fiona 
 
11.3 Willaston Walks Footpath Signs.  
Jane is applying for funding for the signs etc. She has also been in contact with the Memorial Hall Trustees 
concerning the possibility of improved signage at the front of the Memorial Hall. 
 
11.4 Kissing gates. 
Mr Atkinson has promised to replace the stiles on the footpaths between the Wirral Way and New Hey lane 
with gates but so far no action has been taken. Jane has identified two redundant kissing gates in Cheshire 
West that are now being added to the Council’s stock. Mr Atkinson has also promised to add rails to a plank 
bridge across a deep ditch leading onto Adfalent Lane. As a result of Jane’s application, Wirral Footpaths & 
Opens Spaces Preservation Society has offered us funding for three kissing gates. There is a condition that 
their name is put on the gates. It was proposed by Jane, seconded by Sue and agreed by also present that 
this was acceptable. Jane will investigate how to do this.                             Action: Jane 
 
11.5 Rights of way complaints  
The Council has withdrawn its request for the verges to be restored along FP 30 (the footpath between 
Hooton Road and Mill Lane) and residents are awaiting the results of a complaint about the decision 
concerning the fruit trees on the verge. Jane has been investigating complaints about the trimming of 
honeysuckle and other obstructions along FP70 (footpath behind the Memorial Hall). Jane is awaiting a reply 
from the Council’s legal department concerning possible obstructions.  If residents find any new footpath 
problems, these can be reported via a specific link on the Residents’ website. 
 
11.6 Warning  

mailto:solutionsteam@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk
mailto:laura.shakeshaft@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk
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Please can landowners note that even though they might own the sub-soil under a public footpath the Council 
controls what happens on the surface. Landowners should check the width of footpaths before putting fixed 
objects such as hedges, walls and plants on verges adjacent to footpaths. Very often the verges form part of 
the highway and landowners need permission from the Council to put any fixed object on the highway. 
 
11.7 Cuckoo Lane 
Jane and Hilary Morris reported that there is a campaign around Cuckoo Lane in Little Ness which is being 
upgraded. Although the section under the Wirral Way had been very muddy, the sandstone section is of great 
geological interest and there are concerns that it is being ruined. There is a special meeting at Neston Town 
Hall on Friday 10

th
 January at 6pm. More information can be found at: 

http://www.aboutmyarea.co.uk/Cheshire/Neston/CH64/News/Local-News/264712-Protesters-Gather-at-
Cuckoo-Lane-in-Little-Neston 
 

12. Organisations’ Reports 
 
The following reports have been received from organisations.   
 
12.1 Christ Church 
No report received 
 
12.2 Friends of Willaston Meadow (Submitted by Hilary Morris) 
This year the mistletoe on the orchard trees has flourished, with the result that some could be harvested and 
sold for funds. A number of young hawthorn bushes have been purchased to fill gaps in the hedge between 
the orchard and Mill Green. And the Meadow has scored a first! A photograph taken in April by Mike Griffiths 
has proved to be of the bee Adrena nitida, identified by its black legs, shiny black abdomen and white hairs 
between the segments. This identification has been confirmed by an expert at Liverpool museum, and not 
only is it a first record for the Meadow, it is also a first record for Cheshire. 
 
12.3 Guiding Organisations  
No report received 
 
12.4 Hadlow Green Singers  
No report received 
 
12.5 Horticultural Society (Submitted by Lyn Jackson-Eves) 
The Social Evening at The Grange was a great success.  Everyone enjoyed a really good meal and a chat. 
Our next meeting will be Tuesday 21 January 2014, when we will be having a presentation on ‘The Wonder of 
Moss’ by Dr Claire Irving. 
 
12.6 Memorial Hall (Submitted by Keith Butcher) 
The balance sheet shows £41,738 with a surplus for the year of £1071. However, in 2013, costs included 
£7791 for maintenance as the mullion replacement had to be specifically cut on site; gas £1800 and cleaning 
£3693.  Issues currently include the footpath sign outside the hall. 
 
12.7 Scouting Organisations (Submitted by Dave Kendall) 
We finished the Christmas term with visits to the Bowling Alley at Bromborough by the Beavers, Cubs and 
Scouts (though not all on the same night!).  The Explorers had a pizza night for their Christmas party. 
 
The Scout Post was successfully run again and we are grateful to all the help given to deliver the cards by the 
current parents of the members and also all the friends of the Group who come back year after year.  We are 
also indebted to Martins Newsagents, The Pharmacy and the Spar for their continued support in the actual 
sale of the stamps during a busy trading period.  At the time of writing, we are waiting to hear how much the 
scheme raised for charities across the Wirral and also how much the Group will receive for their involvement. 
 
All sections in the Group will be attending Chamboree in August – an international week long jamboree camp 
with visitors expected from far and wide. 
 
12.8 Sporting Organisations  
No report received 

http://www.aboutmyarea.co.uk/Cheshire/Neston/CH64/News/Local-News/264712-Protesters-Gather-at-Cuckoo-Lane-in-Little-Neston
http://www.aboutmyarea.co.uk/Cheshire/Neston/CH64/News/Local-News/264712-Protesters-Gather-at-Cuckoo-Lane-in-Little-Neston
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12.9 Willaston District Community Plan (Submitted by Barry Vowles) 
Since the Public Meeting September, the Steering Group received a small number of additional comments 
and suggestions relating to the Action Plan that must be included in the final Willaston District Community 
Plan report. Thanks to those who took the time to give us your feedback.  Also since the Public Meeting, the 
Steering Group have had 7 additional informal working group meetings to write and review the Action Plan, 
which is a bit more of a challenge than we anticipated.  
 
Some of the Steering Group have also been making progress in the preparation of the full report that we must 
submit to the Council. In draft form this is over 80 pages long but we are hopeful that we will be able to publish 
these final documents fairly early in the New Year. We are also looking forward to incorporating Willaston 
Primary School’s Village Plan project into our final report. When the final documents  
are available we will hold a further Public Meeting to present it. 
 
12.10 Willastonhey W.I.  (Submitted by Hilary Morris) 
November saw our AGM, and an attendance of over sixty. After the business of the meeting, there was plenty 
of time to view the exhibits in our show, which covered produce, crafts, photography and flower arrangement. 
The judges had made helpful comments on all entries. The winner who achieved the most points was Elsie 
Watkins. 
 
About twenty members took a trip to see the Christmas decorations at Tatton Park, and a similar number 
enjoyed dinner at the Nag's Head. Willastonhey has taken over the arrangements for Carols on the Green 
from Hadlow Green, and so were pleased to see so many singers on the night. Events planned for early in the 
New Year include our annual dinner at Thornton Hall Hotel, and a bridge afternoon (with excellent afternoon 
tea). 
 
12.11 Willaston Methodist Church   
No report received. 
 
12.12 Willaston PTA (Submitted by Faye Clowes) 
The PTA are organising these events over the next 2-3 months: 

 17
th
 Jan 3:30pm:  Film Night, venue is School Hall (kids only) 

 14
th
 Feb:  Dress Down Day and Cake Sale, venue is School (kids only) 

If anyone would like further information on any of these events, please contact Faye Clowes 
(faye.clowes@hotmail.co.uk) 
 
The PTA has installed a permanently positioned clothing & textiles recycling bin in the school car park.  
Everyone in the village is welcomed and encouraged to put any suitable items into the bin.  Items need to be 
secured inside a plastic bag (to ensure they don’t get damp).  You can use the bin any time that the school 
gates are open. 
 
The PTA has recently created an online shopping page via easyfundraising.org.uk (the UK’s largest charity 
online shopping site).  Any online shoppers can join and each time a purchase is made via easyfundraising on 
over 2700 x well known online retailer websites, the school will receive a small donation from that company.  It 
doesn’t cost the purchaser any extra and is incredibly simple to set up. Simply follow this link 
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/willastonceprimaryschoolpta/ to get started. 
 
Dog fouling around the school, the Meadow and on playing fields continues to be an issue. We have also had 
problems with youths throwing Forest School seating from The Meadow into the Pond. 
 
Thanks to all villagers for their support of our Christmas Fair in December. 
 
12.13 Willaston Royal British Legion Branch   
No report received. 

 
12.14 Willaston Surgery Patient Participation Group  (Submitted by Rob King) 
The closing date for receipt of bids in respect of the Willaston Surgery was 13

th
 December 2013 and NHS 

England have just provided the following very brief statement: “We can confirm that we have received a 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/willastonceprimaryschoolpta/
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number of Bids for this service.  We are currently carrying out the evaluation process, however we are not yet 
at a stage to determine whether the Bids are of the required standards as detailed in the tender documents. “ 
 
At this stage we have no indication as to who has put forward a Bid. We were able to monitor questions 
submitted to the Procurement Hub dealing with the tender and one of the notable questions asked more than 
once related to the per capita amount on offer for provision of the service. Clearly there is concern on the part 
of some interested parties as to financial viability based upon the amount being offered to run the Practice. It 
will be a few weeks yet before we know any more as the Bids are being evaluated by a number of specialists 
in various fields. There is no guarantee that any of the Bids put forward will meet the very strict criteria 
specified in which case a fresh Bid process will be put in place. From our position, having seen the Tender 
Specification, we are of the opinion that there will be a requirement to make adjustments to service levels in 
order to achieve financial viability. In view of the fact that GP time is the most costly element of service 
provision it may well be that there will be a cut back in the overall number of appointments available. If this 
happens it will, of course, mean that routine appointments are harder to obtain at short notice. However, 
appointments will be available 7 days per week. Whilst this will be seen as a positive move by some patients it 
may well mean that fewer appointments are available Monday to Friday or at least on some of those days.  
 
We are pleased that through the involvement of the group, some online booking of appointments is now 
available. The number of appointments will vary from day to day depending on the number of doctors 
available and the demand via telephone bookings. If you have already registered for repeat prescriptions 
online, the service should be available using the login details you already hold. If you have not yet done so, 
registration can be done via the Surgery website www.willastonsurgery.nhs.uk or by calling in at the Surgery.  
An application for mobile devices is available and free to download from the appropriate App Store. 
 
12.15 Willaston Village Festival Society (Submitted by Sarah Shannon) 
Our bonfire night at Pollards went reasonably well, although some people were disappointed that there were 
not any fireworks.  We are now planning a programme of events for 2014, as well as developing our plans for 
the 2015 Festival. We urgently need additional people to help with some of the major elements of the festival, 
including running an art display and managing the volunteer input. 
 
12.16 Discussion of reports 
In the discussion of the reports the following points were made: 

a. Paul said he understood that approximately 40% of the cost of the Scout Post goes to the    
organisations involved. Willaston Scouts normally get £800-900. 

b. The Festival Society is planning to run a Cycle Ride on 11
th
 or 18

th
 May. If any other events are 

being planned on this date, please let us know so we can avoid clashes. 
 
12.17 Johnston’s Recreation Ground 
There then followed a discussion about the Recreation Ground. The Recreation Ground committee that meets 
is an Advisory Committee and currently no Chair has been appointed. The Council are the Custodial Trustees.  
Concern was expressed that there is a lot of football being played, particularly on Saturday mornings and this 
is affecting the ground with the current poor weather. Martin confirmed that the senior football teams have the 
responsibility for the internal upkeep of the pavilion and pay for water and electricity. They also manage the 
main football pitch to ensure it is not played on when the weather is bad. It appears that it is up to the Council 
to call off play elsewhere. After discussion, it was proposed by Barry, seconded by Paul and agreed 
unanimously that we suggest to the Advisory Committee that a set of rules are developed about the usage of 
the recreation ground and discussed with the Council.                                        Action: Chris, Sue and Myles 
 
Martin also commented that the school are using the tennis courts in the summer but was unsure who is now 
the contact for the tennis club.  Hilary Booth agreed to find out.                                                Action: Hilary B 

13. Any Other Business 
 

13.1 PTA Issues 

Phil commented that dog fouling continues to be an issue around the school gates, as is parking. Letters have 
gone out to parents to ask them to park considerately. 

 

13.2 Christmas Lights 

Vicky commented that a lot of the bulbs on the tree were missing and one section did not work at all.  Myles 

http://www.willastonsurgery.nhs.uk/


Page 8 of 8   These Minutes are subject to ratification.     Sarah Shannon. Secretary 
 

said that he had decided to leave them on the tree as it costs £500 to remove and replace them. He agreed to 
speak to the depot again.                                                                                                               Action: Myles     

 

13.3 Organisation Contact List 

Sheila is updating the organisation contact list and asked members to let her know of any changes. 

 

13.4 Carols on the Green 

There was a discussion about this event which some felt had been disappointing. This was because there 
was a last minute stand in due to sickness.                                                                                                                

 
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 21:45pm. 

 
 

     Dates for Committee Meetings:  
      
     3

rd
 March 2014 

     28
th
 April 2014 

     7
th
 July 2014 

     1
st
 September 2014 

     3
rd

 November 2014 
 
     All in the Memorial Hall at 7.15pm. 
 
     Date of the Annual General Meeting:      Friday 26

th
 September 2014 at 7.30pm 


