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Willaston Residents’ and Countryside Society (WR&CS) 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on Monday 1
st
 July 2013 in the Memorial Hall 

Residents’ Issues 

Bill Hardman, representing Willaston Parochial Church Council attended to discuss the naming of Elizabeth’s 
Cottages. Bill explained that three years ago, after several unsuccessful attempts to obtain planning 
permission for the demolition of the Church Hall and the development of the site, he was approached to help. 
He developed a scheme for five cottages and a mews access for the development. They sought a suitable 
name that would be both attractive from a marketing point of view and also that would have a biblical 
significance because of the site history.  After discussion they agreed on ‘Elizabeth’s Cottages’.  The name 
‘Elizabeth’ was chosen for three reasons: 

a. Elizabeth was the name of the mother of John, the Baptist; 

b. The name of the lady who gifted the land to the church was Isabel, which is a Spanish name that 
means Elizabeth; 

c. ‘Elizabeth’s Cottages’ rolls easily off the tongue and is therefore attractive, not just for marketing but 
as a permanent name because of its 4/3 syllable rhythm. 

Coincidently, it is also appropriately named because of it being the 60
th
 anniversary of the Coronation of 

Elizabeth, our Queen. 

 

Bill then pointed out that, having decided on the name, all the details and drawings displayed in the public 
meetings, used in consultations and attached to planning applications were headed ‘Elizabeth’s Cottages’.  
No objections were received during the consultation process to the name. The contract of sale with the builder 
is very specific and includes the name. Any proposed change cannot be made without the formal agreement 
of both the developer and the PCC.  Bill continues to be the link between the PCC and the builder and makes 
weekly site inspections. The builders have kept to the agreement and only minor amendments have been 
made to the original specifications 

 

In answer to questions, Bill confirmed that the road is only an access road so the Council is not involved in 
naming the road.  The address of the cottages will be 1-5 Elizabeth’s Cottages, Neston Road.  The name 
Elizabeth’s Cottages is the house names, rather than the name of the road. 

 

Bill confirmed that the likely timescale for completion of the cottages is about four months and that there has 
been a lot of interest from potential buyers. 

 

Jane thanked Bill for his contribution. 

 

Committee Meeting 

Present: (Officers): Jane Townsend (Vice-Chair & Footpaths Officer), Sarah Shannon (Secretary), Hilary 
Booth (Treasurer), Sue Unswoth (Publicity), Keith Butcher (Willaston Memorial Hall);  (Committee Members): 
Hilary Morris, Madeline Hughes, Rob King, Vicki Spraggon, Myles Hogg, Lyn Jackson-Eves, Ray Dent, Paul 
Janvier, Eileen McDonald, Carol Savage and Leanne Kershaw. 
 

1. Apologies for absence - Received from Chris Hampshire, Barry Vowles, Sheila Smith, Margaret 
Smyth, Roger James and the PTA. 

 
2. Declarations of Interest - No declarations were received. 

 

3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 29
th
 April 2013     

 

The Minutes were accepted by the Committee as a true record of the meeting. 
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4. Matters arising from the previous Minutes (4

th
 March 2013) 

 
4.1 Resident’ Issues 

The request for people to park elsewhere when attending meetings on Monday evenings or to change the 
time of their meetings was included in the summary minutes that were displayed on the notice board. 

 
     4.2 House signs on Little Green (Item 5.1) 
The request has been made but there has been no action taken by the Highways Department to date. The 
residents have agreed that there should be a small sign saying ‘Village Green 1-4’. 
 
     4.3 Parking restrictions on the Green (Item 5.2) 
The consultation will begin at the beginning of September. It is expected that the work will be done before 
Christmas. 
 
      4.4 Lighting in the Alleyway between Old Vicarage Road and Hadlow Road (Item 5.3) 
The lights have now been installed. The committee thanked Myles for funding this and commented on the 
professional job that had been done during the installation. 
 
      4.5 Hadlow Road (Item 5.7) 
Myles confirmed that the road will be fully resurfaced later in the year.  
 
      4.6 Parking at Nag’s Head (Item 5.8) 
Chris has spoken to the owner of the Nag’s Head who confirmed that he already allows some local people 
who regularly use the pub to use the car park at other times. However, they do have a problem that others are 
doing it without permission resulting in customers being unable to park. They are now having to consider 
installing a chain to prevent unauthorised people parking. 
 
     4.7 Food bank collection at school (Item 5.11) 
This is fully operational in the school and featured on the website.  Lots of donations have been collected. 
 
     4.8 Defibrillators (Item 5.12) 
Myles has been in contact with school and they are looking into the necessary training and how to fund one. 
 
     4.9 Memorial Hall payments (Item 7.2) 
Keith raised the comments made at the last meeting at the Memorial Hall meeting and it was confirmed that if 
any meeting runs over time, the organisation will receive an amended account. 
 
     4.10 Pollards’ licence (Item 7.3) 
Myles has checked the licence which states that Pollards are able to hold out door events for 28 days each 
year.  They have not yet exceeded that quota. Myles suggested that if noise is too loud then environmental 
health should be contacted on 0300 123 7038 and they will come to check the situation. 
 
      4.11 Sign on Heath Lane (Item 8.1) 
Edward Homes were fined nearly £6,000 for the unlawful advertising. However, they have submitted a new 
application for a large sign on the corner of Barford Grange and for another on their actual building plot.  
 
      4.12 Parking in Elm Road (Item 9.1.3) 
Bollards have been erected but some have been vandalised.  They will be replaced more securely. 
 
      4.13 Parking at entrance to Johnston Recreation Ground (Item 9.1.4) 
The PTA has discussed this.  There is a limit to what they can do as the land isn’t school property but they 
have put a large notice in the PTA noticeboard asking people to take care when parking. This means they will 
have to retract their offer of allowing the noticeboard for overflow notices from the Residents’ noticeboard.  
The issue has also been raised with the school governors and some parents have begun an investigation 
about what can be done regarding ‘officially’ policing the land at peak times. 
 
Another proposed step is to purchase a large banner that can be permanently attached to the gate itself 
requesting that drivers refrain from parking in the area when children come to and leave school.  This will 
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need to be confirmed by school and the owners of the land, however if they get the go ahead might prove 
slightly more effective with regards to the message. 
 
      4.14 Kissing Gates (Item 10.4) 
Jane has put together a list of proposed kissing gates and given it to Myles but there is not currently money 
available to pay for any more. 
 
       4.15 Lottery ticket prize (Item 11.1) 
Hilary confirmed that it was legal to issue a lottery ticket as a prize and this was included in the District Plan 
questionnaire draw. She had received a letter from the Steering Committee thanking us for our prize. 
 
      4.16 Dog Mess Bins on Wirral Way (Item12.4) 
Hilary Booth agreed to email Myles with suggestions as to where they could be installed.    Action: Hilary B 
 

5. Reports from Meetings 
 
5.1. Playground Working Group 

Sarah reported that the playground working group has been undertaking consultation on what people would 
like to see developed in the play area.  They held a successful afternoon in the playground and have also 
been able to ask people at the church fair, toddlers, preschool playground and school to complete 
questionnaires.  Altogether around 70 responses have been received so far, with more coming in. 

The main messages are fairly consistent: 

 Keep an open area so that children can play football (possibly putting in a couple of 
goalposts). 

 The current equipment is generally popular but there is a big issue with the slide which is not 
accessible for younger children and considered dangerous (no bars at top). A smaller 
additional slide, suitable for younger children or changes to this slide need to be considered. 

 The location is popular, being so close to school. 

 There is a need for more equipment suitable for toddlers.  

 There is a need for more equipment suitable for older children (11+) (possibly a skateboard 
ramp and/or climbing equipment). 

 There is a need for a path through the area so people can manage pushchairs. 

 The state of the ground needs work. 

 The position of the gate needs thought. 

 Many requests for more swings, both for toddlers and ‘normal’ swings. 

 Many requests for more seating and/or a picnic area, possibly with some cover. 

 The playground should be aimed at children of all ages. 

The consultation process has also identified people who are interested and want to be kept informed of 
progress, as well as more concrete offers of help.  This includes a volunteer photographer who has taken 
pictures of the site as it is (identifying the problems) and someone in the village who is involved in providing 
playgrounds for Wirral Council and may be able to help with the design. 

Paul commented that the District Plan Consultation has also received comments on the Playground and 
agreed to pass these on to Sarah.                                                                                                    Action: Paul 
 

5.2. Bus Stop Working Group 

Vikki reported that the group has obtained a quote (£95) to remove a small area of sandstone in the existing 

bus shelter in order to create an opening which will allow a view from the shelter of the road in the direction of 



Page 4 of 10   These Minutes are subject to ratification.     Sarah Shannon. Secretary 
 

the approaching traffic. This will not be glazed as that would be more difficult. The committee agreed that this 

work should be done, if funding can be obtained. 

 

The group has also discussed a shelter for the bus stop on the village green. They suggested this could be 
created from clear material so as to not block the view of the green. This can either go round the existing 
bench, round the notice board (therefore covering those reading the notices) or the notice board to be set 
back in line with the back of the bench and the shelter to cover both the bench area and the notice board. 
 
Myles is making contact to see if it is possible to have traffic lights placed at the end of Hanns Hall Road as 
some buses do not go through the village because time is wasted trying to get out of the top of Hanns Hall 
road. The committee felt this would also encourage more people to use that road rather than Quarry Road. 
A request has been made to the Council to have the bus stop on Hadlow Road, on the right hand side of the 
road when approaching from The Green, relocated closer to The Green where the pavement is wider and it is 
not outside a resident’s front window.  
 

5.3. CWAC Community Resilience Workshop 
Hilary Booth reported on a meeting she and Chris had attended in which the Council encouraged groups such 
as Parish Councils to develop a community resilience plan.  This would not cover what emergency services 
actually do but would be a local plan to support any major events that could arise. Support would be given by 
CWAC to help develop a local plan and other communities already have one which could be used as a 
template. 
 
After some discussion, the committee agreed that this was a good idea but committee members are currently 
too busy with other issues.  It was agreed that this should be included in the summary and also raised at the 
AGM to see if there are any volunteers who would be interested in taking this forward on our behalf. 

Action: Sarah/Chris 
 

5.4. CWAC Local Council’s Assembly 
Jane reported on a meeting that CWAC had held to brief local councils on a range of issues they are involved 
in.  This included an overview of financial savings; rural services; local public health and the ‘ General Power 
of Competence’ of local parish councils. Jane drew the committee’s attention to the Annual Public Health 
Report 2012 and the Compendium of Health and Wellbeing Statistics 2012 which give information about the 
health of the local population, in some cases by electoral wards. A copy is available for anyone interested or 

go to http://www.doriconline.org.uk. Jane pointed out that the rate people going into hospital as a result of a 

fall in our area is rising and Rob agreed to raise this at the Patients’ Participation Group.               Action: Rob                                                              
 
There was then a discussion about the fact that the Council are looking at the make up of Parish Councils and 
will be moving into unparished areas to see if they would like to form a Parish Council.  It was agreed that 
when this happens we should press for a public meeting at which a balanced view is presented. It was also 
agreed that until an approach is made we should not do anything. 
 

6. WRCS Business 
 
6.1. Naming of Elizabeth’s Cottages 

Following the presentation by Bill Hardman, the committee then discussed what action should be taken.  It 
was noted that there is a legal contract between the builders and the PCC which includes the name of the 
cottages.  It was also noted that the planning application included the name of the cottages as Elizabeth’s 
Cottages and no objection was made to this by WR&CS or any residents at the time. Finally it was noted that 
the access is not a separate road so CWAC will not be involved in deciding its name. Several members 
expressed the feeling that they would have preferred the cottages to be named after Isabel Johnston and also 
regretted the loss of the hall. However, after discussion there was agreement that we should withdraw our 
request for the name of the properties to be changed. 
 
The committee felt however, that it would be appropriate to recognise the contribution that Isabel Johnston 
made to the village and it was also noted that Duncan Graham had done a lot for the village, including the 
land for the Green and the introduction of water. A proposal was made by Vikki Spraggon, seconded by Sue 
Unsworth and agreed by all present that a plaque should be developed about the benefactors to the village 
that would be displayed in a public place.  This will be discussed further at the next meeting.  
                                                                     Action: Sarah/Chris 

http://www.doriconline.org.uk/
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The committee also felt that it would be appropriate for the church to recognise that its redevelopment was 
made possible by the sale of land that had been donated by Isabel Johnston by a plaque in the church. Ray 
agreed to raise this with the PCC.                   Action: Ray 
 

6.2. Residents’ Representatives 
Sarah explained that Glenn Ayres has now resigned as a residents’ representative and Lyn Jackson-Eves is 
now the representative for the Horticultural Society.  This means that we now have only four out of a possible 
six representatives.  Our constitution allows us to appoint additional representatives at any time – it is not 
necessary to wait until the AGM.  It was suggested that if anyone was identified as being interested, they 
could attend a meeting as an observer.  It was agreed that, if possible, we needed some younger people on 
the committee and all committee members were asked to see if they could identify anyone.            Action: All 
 

6.3. Email correspondence about car parking in the public car park behind the Memorial Hall 
Sarah reported that Chris had received some email correspondence from residents of Cherry Brow about the 
car park.  In particular, they expressed concern that some vehicles are parked there over a long period. Myles 
commented that he also has been approached but there is little he can do about the long term parking at the 
moment.  The only option available would be to restrict the parking there. After discussion, the committee 
agreed that they were not prepared to press for limited parking in that car park. 
 

6.4. Website 
Sarah reported that Chris has set up accounts with the domain name and web hosting providers and has 
moved this into his name so that future renewal notices go to him.  We currently have three domain names 
registered that we are paying about £6 a year for.  These are willastoninwirralresidents.org (which is used for 
our current website); willastoninwirralresidents.co.uk and willastoninwirralresidents.com. It was agreed to drop 
the accounts for the domains that are not used. 
 

6.5. AGM 
The date of the AGM is Friday 27

th
 September at 7.30pm.  There was a short discussion about what speakers 

we should have and it was agreed that we would have four short presentations as follows: 
- Progress on the Playground – Sarah Shannon 
- Progress on Bus Stops – Leanne Kershaw 
- Progress on the District Plan – Paul to identify a speaker                                                  Action: Paul 
- Progess on the GP surgery – Rob King 

The committee expressed their thanks to Rob for all the work he had done on the GP surgery. 
 
It was also agreed to ask Pat James if she would provide cheese and wine and we would ask for donations 
towards the cost of this.                   Action: Chris 
 
It was further agreed that we would distribute a leaflet to every house in the village inviting them to attend the 
AGM.  Myles suggested that the cost of printing could be applied for from his budget. Sarah agreed to design 
the leaflet and Vikki to get some quotes for the cost of printing.                                           Action: Sarah/Vikki 
 

6.6. Email list for minutes 
Sarah suggested that, following a discussion with a friend about her response to the district plan, one way of 
raising our profile would be to develop a list of email addresses of people who would like to be alerted when 
our minutes are available on the website.  It was agreed that this should be done but noted that we would 
need to confirm that information would not be passed on to other people.                                    Action: Sarah 
 

6.7. Draft Success leaflet 
A draft leaflet outlining what WR&CS had achieved was agreed with one minor amendment to the spelling of 
‘stiles’. 
 

6.8. Letter received by Paul Janvier re EP&N Mayor 
Sarah reported that Paul had passed on a letter sent to the District Plan committee from Dr Callendar 
expressing his objections to the fact that we pay towards the cost of the Mayor for Ellesmere Port and Neston.  
Myles stated that he had discussed this with him in the past and that there had been a public vote as to 
whether there should be a Mayor before the decision was made.  Keith commented that the precept for the 
cost of the Mayor is determined by the Ellesmere Port Charter Trustees. It was agreed to invite him to attend 
the next meeting to explain his concerns in more detail.                                                                Action: Chris 
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7. Financial Matters 
 
6.1 Current Account  

Hilary Booth reported that the current account holds a balance of £1229.81 of which £34 is held for kissing 
gates and £1028.36 is held for the play area.  This leaves an available balance of £167.45 for WR&CS 
business. Payments have been made for summer plants, kissing gates and the website domains. 

 
6.2 Lottery 

The lottery account has a balance of £492.44 
 
8. Planning Applications, Decisions and Appeals 
 
8.1. Goss Moor 

Concern was expressed by the committee that the appeal by the owners of Goss Moor for building on a 
garden plot within green belt land had been approved by the Planning Inspectorate and the implications that 
this has for future building around the village. There is no option to appeal against this judgement and it was 
agreed that there was no further action we can take. 

 
8.2. Houses on Church Hall land 

There was a query about the amendment to allow an attic unit in one of the houses.  Ray confirmed that this 
was at the rear of the building and didn’t affect the frontage. 
 

8.3. Local Plan 
Myles expressed concern that in the draft plan, the land opposite Hooton Station was being shown as suitable 
for housing.  Barry has objected to this on our behalf and Myles has also raised it as an issue. 
 

8.4. Ledsham Housing 
Myles also expressed concern that although an application for 2000 properties in Ledsham had been turned 
down, permission had been granted for the first phase of 150 houses. 
 

8.5. Traveller Sites 
Myles informed the meeting that a traveller site on Rossmore Road East has been approved.  This will give 12 
pitches. 
 

8.6. Leahurst Wind Turbines 
Jane commented that Leahurst had put in an application for two more wind turbines.  She will check to see if 
they are near the footpath.  It was noted that there had been a very negative response about wind turbines in 
the District Plan questionnaire.                                                                                                        Action: Jane 
 
 

9. Local Councillor 
 
9.1. Report from Councillor Hogg 

 
9.1.1 .It has now been agreed that a speed limit of 20 mph will be implemented between the British Legion 
through the centre of Willaston to Ness Acre Lane.  This will be publicised in September with a legal notice 
that allows 21 days consultation. There will be a separate consultation with residents and businesses in the 
affected area. The signage will come out of Myles’ budget and the current flashing 30mph sign will be moved 
to Birkenhead Road.  
 
9.1.2. The Council has got money from Warm Zone to support rural areas at risk of fuel poverty.  This service 
offers advice and assistance for individuals in fuel poverty to claim benefits and look at fuel efficiency options. 
Enquiries can be made to 0800 033 7873, 0151 356 6953 or 0754 590421. 
 
9.1.3. There is now support for the development of Community Land Trusts (CLTs) through Cheshire 
Community Action. CLTs are non-profit bodies that run local shops, housing etc. Any assets are kept for the 
benefit of the community in perpetuity.  This may be a model we wish to consider in the future. 
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9.1.4. There is now a phone line where you can report any scams.  The number is 0300 123 2040.  You can 
also get a brochure ‘My Scams Checklist’ by contacting Vikki Herbert on 01606 596390 or emailing 
viktoriah@cwcab.org.uk. 
 
9.1.5. The opening hours of the CWAC Customer Services Contact Centre have changed to 8am – 5.30pm; 
Monday to Friday and 9am to 12.30pm on Saturdays. These hours will be piloted for a period of six months. 
 
9.1.6. Changes to allocation for housing have been agreed. There are over 19.000 people registered for 
housing but last year only 1,200 properties were available to let. The changes limit who will be allowed to be 
registered in future and who will have priority. More information is available at www.trusthomechoice.co.uk. 
From October, CWAC will be responsible for the administration of the housing register. 
 

9.2. Petition re Cllr Hogg 
Over 2000 people have signed a petition following the removal of Cllr Hogg as Chair of the CWAC Planning 
Committee. Myles has also been recorded for North West Tonight.  Although the petition was handed in 
today, it is unlikely to be debated as this is an internal, not a council matter. Myles is not on the planning 
committee any longer.  There is a second petition at the moment calling for the removal of the current CWAC 
chair of planning. 
 

10. Footpaths and Bridleways 
 

10.1 Overgrown Footpaths 
Jane reported that many footpaths are now getting overgrown.  She has been sent a list of footpaths that the 
Council is going to strim this year and asked for high priority for Footpath 28 (near Mill Lane towards Street 
Hey Lane), which is almost impassable. She noted that hedges cannot be cut until August because of birds 
nesting. 
 

10.2 Footpath behind Pollards 
Jane reported that there is evidence that horses use this footpath and she has been contacted by Julie Hawe 
who says that she has used this as a bridleway for over 20 years.  Jane agreed to investigate the matter 
further before responding to Julie.                                                                     Action: Jane 
 

10.3 Willaston Walks Footpath Signs 
Jane has received information about possible funding sources from EPNAVCO and is waiting to arrange a site 
visit with TCV. She has also been in contact with the Scouts to see if they would be interested in helping to 
install the new signposts when they are acquired. 

 
10.4 Verges 

Hilary Morris enquired about CWAC’s policy with regard to cutting verges.  She suggested that it would be 
preferable if a small track were cut to allow wild flowers to grow on the edges.  Myles agreed to find out what 
the specification in the tender for this work says.               Action: Myles 
It was noted that if there are specific verges that need to be cut, contact should be made with Streetscene on 

http://www.talkingwestcheshire.org or phoning 0300 123 7026. 

   
11. Organisations’ Reports 
 

11.1 Christ Church (Report given verbally by Ray Dent 

The church is having a confirmation service on Sunday.  The Mothers’ Union has eight new members.  
Costings are still being done for the refurbishment of the church before the legal permission from the Diocese 
is sought. The gardens open day fund raising event was a great success. 

11.2 Friends of Willaston Meadow (Submitted by Hilary Morris) 

The AGM held in May included a talk on the recent small mammal survey, with an analysis of the results. The 
talk was made available to the school, and has been used in some Forest School sessions. 

The Friends recently visited a nearby organic farm, learning about the management of the land and livestock, 
as well as enjoying the flower-filled fields, it being a particularly good year for buttercups. 

http://www.talkingwestcheshire.org/
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The task of mowing the Meadow paths has been considerably eased by their being included in the remit of 
CWaC Greenspace's contractors, which has allowed the volunteers to use their energy on other aspects of 
maintenance. New paths have been cut bypassing the muddy areas created last winter. 

11.3 Guiding Organisations  

Nothing to report 

11.4 Hadlow Green Singers  

No report received 

11.5 Hadlow Green W.I.  

No report received 

1.6 Horticultural Society (Submitted by Lyn Jackson-Eves) 

In May we had a talk on Primulas and Auriculas by Derek Jones and we also had a trip to the Dorothy Clive 
Garden. On the first of June we had our Spring Coffee Morning which was very successful.  We also had a 
presentation by Paul Loughnane on The New Ferry Butterfly Park. On 9 July we have a trip to Plas Cadnant in 
Anglesey.  This is fully booked. 

Our Annual Show is on Saturday 3 August.  Contact Pam Irving 327 6048 if you would like a Schedule. 

11.7 Johnston Recreation Ground  

No report received 

11.8 Memorial Hall (Submitted by Keith Butcher) 

The Treasurer reported a healthy £50K in the bank. Major work in respect of external decoration anticipated at 
a cost of £3.5K.A cracked mullion has been discovered in one of the windows.  This is being investigated and 
specialist, costly repairs may be involved.  Further areas of stonework are also to be examined for similar 
problem. 

Secondary glazing may be difficult to install.  This would have potential benefits in respect of heat loss if 
installation is possible. 

It was decided to hold the rents for the coming year and to present the annual bills earlier in the year before 
societies draw up their yearly programmes. The Trustees are aware of the long term possible competition for 
lettings when the adaptation of the Church takes place.  This is a matter that they will need to take account of 
in due course. 

11.9 Scouting Organisations  

No report received 

11.10 Sporting Organisations  

No report received 

11.11 Willaston District Plan  

By the time you read this article the deadline will have passed for return of the questionnaire booklet which 
was been posted through the letter box of every house within the village of Willaston and outlying areas.  The 
response from over 40% of all households is good and we will spend the next few months analysing the 
results.  We intend to report our findings to the village during a public meeting in the Memorial Hall, Saturday 
morning, 14

th
 September and then publish the full Plan by the end of October this year.   

The village of Willaston is where we have chosen to live, most probably because we enjoy its environment.  
But what of change, do we want the village to change, do we care? Many of us are resistive to change in any 
form and sometimes it is difficult to accept that nothing can stand still.  Whether we care or not, change will 
always come about and we must try to protect our environment in the right way.  Many changes to our village 
are small and gradual, some are large and appear to happen quickly, some we perceive as good some not so 
good, but if we really care then it is important that our wishes are taken into account by those who are 
empowered to make decisions and take action.  Giving everyone the opportunity to comment in this way is a 
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democratic process and the answers to the questions posed, will all be included in the analysis and 
encompassed in the District Plan.  

11.12 Willastonhey W.I.  (Submitted by Hilary Morris) 

The WI had a stall at the Church Summer Fair, the proceeds shared between the Church and the WI. 
Members are active in promoting the distribution and analysis of the Village Plan questionnaires. 

The programme of talks has recently included an author's experiences, and coming soon we shall hear about 
river piloting and the history of lavender. The walkers have been to Willington and this month plan to go to 
Hilbre Island. A theatre trip to see "The 39 Steps" was much enjoyed, and future outings will be to Trentham 
Gardens and the premises of the charity "Save the Family". 

11.13 Willaston Methodist Church  (Submitted by Sheila Smith) 

At the time of doing this report, the Chapel and Christ Church are anticipating the forthcoming Willaston 
Hidden Gardens & Allotments event. Following the great success two years ago we have joined together to 
once again with villagers to open their gardens to the public, with refreshments served at two venues. We 
would like to express our grateful thanks to those participating in any way, and to all who enjoyed viewing the 
gardens. 

Thanks also to all who continue to fill the boxes for the Chester and Ellesmere Port Food Bank. This is an on-
going collection, taken to the depot weekly, where it is gratefully received. The boxes for donations of non-
perishable foods ie. dried or tinned, are positioned in the porch at Chapel, and inside Christ Church. They can 
be accessed at any time the buildings are open. 

 
11.14 Willaston PTA (Submitted by Faye Clowes) 

As the school year draws to an end, the PTA have completed all fund-raising activities for the year.  In total 
we have raised £10,500 – an amazing total that is a credit to all of the hard work and effort made throughout 
the year by PTA members and parents of the school. Although we still have some decisions to make with 
regards to spending our funds, here are some highlights that have already been discussed with the school: 

- New Lunchtime Chairs:  Over the summer break, we have plans to replace the old chairs used by the 
children at lunchtimes with funky new chairs that can be enjoyed for years to come.   

- Redecorating the School Hall:  We also aim to redecorate the school hall with a view to make it a 
more modern and bright hub for our school. 

Although we won’t produce a full agenda of events until September when we reconvene for the new school 
year, we already have our first events loosely scheduled: 

- AGM:  our AGM will take place during September when we will elect our Officers and Committee 
members for the coming year.  If voted back in, all Officers are willing to continue in their roles, which 
will allow for a level of continuity in leadership. 

- Sponsored Fun Run:  on 4
th
 October, we intend to organise a sponsored fun run followed by a BBQ at 

school.  All children will be invited to participate and we will use the event as a welcome to all of our 
new parents whose children are starting school for the first time in September.     

Finally….On behalf of our PTA I would like to say thanks to all for the support you have given us over the 
year.  We are very grateful for the opportunity to take an active part in the Residents Society meetings and 
look forward to continuing our active role in the new school year. 

11.15 Willaston Royal British Legion Branch   

No report received. 

11.16 Willaston Surgery Patient Participation Group  (Submitted by Rob King) 

June has been period during which NHS ENGLAND have given patients the opportunity to put forward their 
views as to what is important to them regarding surgery provision from April 2014. Survey forms were issued 
by email to those people who had registered with is. In addition they were being handed out to patients who 
visited the surgery. They were also available at the village pharmacy and handed out through various 
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channels. The response from the over 50's has been quite good but from the under 50's very disappointing. 
However at the time of writing survey forms are still coming in so the picture may change! 

Once the consultation period ends on 30th June 2013, NHS ENGLAND will consider the information which we 
will provide and then make a decision regarding the route they will take for the provision of primary care 
services to current patients of the surgery. It is anticipated that it will be put out to tender under strict 
European Union procurement rules. This is a very rigorous process and I have personally been involved 
earlier this month in the formal evaluation of tenders for two surgeries.   This has assured me that the 
selection process is very fair and patient focussed. 

11.17 Willaston Village Festival Society (Submitted by Sarah Shannon) 

On Sunday 15
th
 September, we are holding a Cycle Treasure Hunt along the Wirral Way following by a 

barbecue at The Grange.  Tickets are £3 a person and it should be a pleasant afternoon – if you don’t fancy 
the bike ride, you can always just come for a burger! 

Our AGM will be on the morning of Saturday 5
th
 October at the Memorial Hall.  Join us for a cup of tea and to 

discuss plans for the next festival which will be 25-28
th
 June 2015. We have vacancies both for committee 

members and for people willing to take on a role without being on the committee. 

12. Any Other Business 

 
12.1 It was agreed that if people wanted a drink at future WR&CS meetings, they could bring it themselves. 
 
12.2 Lottery draw 
The lottery draw for July was done and the following winners were chosen: 
92 – Myles Hogg (drawn by Paul Janvier) 
64 – Paul Janvier (drawn by Madeline Hughes 
41 – Paul Callaghan (drawn by Lyn Jackson-Eves) 
Hilary Booth agreed to give all willing members two lottery forms to recruit additional members.  

     Action: Hilary B 
 

12.3 Eileen expressed concern about the drains on the Green. Myles confirmed that these have been 
reported. 
 
12.4 Jane wondered whether we should be registered as a charity but said we did not have enough income. 
The main advantage would be that we could apply for grants from a wider variety of trusts etc. Members 
confirmed that, as a charity, we would still have to pay VAT on items. 

 
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 21:59pm. 

 
 

     Dates for Committee Meetings in 2013:  
     Mondays  2

nd
 September, 4

th
 November. 

     All in the Memorial Hall at 7.15pm. 
 
     Date of the Annual General Meeting:      Friday 27

th
 September 2013 at 7.30pm 


