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Willaston Residents’ and Countryside Society (WR&CS) 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on Monday 4
th
 November 2013 in the Memorial Hall 

Residents’ Issues 

There were no residents present wishing to raise issues. 

Committee Meeting 

Present: (Officers): Chris Hampshire (Chair), Jane Townsend (Vice-Chair & Footpaths Officer), Sarah 
Shannon (Secretary), Hilary Booth (Treasurer), Sue Unswoth (Publicity);  (Committee Members): Hilary 
Morris, Myles Hogg, Lyn Jackson-Eves, Ray Dent, Paul Janvier, Leanne Kershaw, Sheila Smith, Barry 
Vowles, Eileen McDonald, Madeline Hughes, Carole Savage, Fiona Ennys and Emma Sharpe 
 

1. Apologies for absence - Received from Vicki Spraggon, Rob King and Keith Butcher 
 
2. Declarations of Interest  
There were no declarations of interest. 

 

3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 2
nd

 September 2013     
The Minutes were proposed by Hilary Booth, seconded by Ray Dent and accepted by the Committee as a 
true record of the meeting. 

      
4. Matters arising from the previous Minutes (1

st
 July 2013) 

 
4.1 Library Service (Item 3) 

The Council is now undertaking a consultation about the future library service, suggesting that it may be 
appropriate to replace the current library with a mobile library.  There are forms in Neston and Willaston 
libraries or you can respond on-line via the WR&CS website. 

     
 4.2 House signs on Little Green (Item 5.1) 

The request is being progressed by the Highways Department. Unfortunately the officer concerned moved 
roles but another officer is now aware of it. The residents have agreed that there should be a small sign 
saying ‘The Green 1-4’. 
 
     4.3 Increase in the number of people having a fall (Item 5.7) 
Rob was not present to report on this issue. 
 
    4.4 Verges (Item 5.10) 
Hilary Morris suggested that this issue be adjourned until next year as it is not relevant until Spring. 
 
    4.5 AGM Representation (Item 8.1) 
The Pre-School Playgroup agreed to have a representative and the Royal British Legion agreed to stay on the 
list with the understanding that currently they are unable to send a representative. 
 
    4.6 Parish News (Item 14) 
Sheena has now re-arranged the order of the Parish News so that all the active village representation groups 
are together starting after the regular church notices and all the children’s groups are placed together at the 
rear of the magazine. 
 
   4.7 Parking at the entrance to Johnston Recreation Ground (Item 4.13 in July minutes) 
Mrs Chambers (head teacher) in conjunction with the School Governors and the PTA has recently sent a 
letter to all parents asking them to park considerately in this area. The highways agency has been contacted 
by the school and by a number of parents whose children have had narrow escapes due to carelessness by 
drivers when leaving this area.  
 

5. Funding of Mayor of Ellesmere Port 
 
Chris explained that this issue had been raised by a resident at the last meeting and we had agreed to 
discuss it after we had time to consider the issues.  Jane expressed concern that less than 1% of the 
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population of the mayor’s area had voted and only 45 people in Willaston.  Myles confirmed that was the case 
but of those in Willaston, a majority (25) had voted for.  Myles confirmed that this arrangement is in perpetuity 
and came through an Act of Parliament.  The only way it can be dropped is if there is a legal case brought 
about by a petition with the appropriate number of people. It was noted that there is also a Lord Mayor of 
Chester who is the Mayor for all of the Cheshire West and Chester area.  Myles confirmed that the trustees, 
who manage the Mayor’s budget, consist of all the Councillors in the relevant wards – again this is by Act of 
Parliament. He suggested that it is up to organisations in Willaston to ensure that we make the best use of the 
Mayor by inviting him to events that we hold. 
 
After some discussion, Paul proposed that we write and thank Ron for raising the issue but say that we cannot 
take the issue further.  This was seconded by Eileen and agreed by 14 people.  There were 3 abstentions and 
1 vote against.                                                                                                                                 Action: Chris 
 
It was noted that consultations by the Council are put on their website and it is up to individuals to find out 
about them and respond as is appropriate. Although many issues are brought to our attention, we cannot 
expect everything to be and should be proactively checking their website. 
 

6. Information Board about Village Benefactors 
 
Chris explained that at an earlier meeting, we had a discussion with the PCC about Elizabeth’s Cottages at 
which there had been a proposal that we put up an information board about village benefactors.  Myles said 
that Bill Hardman had been in contact with him as the issue about the naming of the Cottages had been 
raised again with the Council.  On behalf of the PCC, Bill has said that they install a plaque on the cottages 
that explains the history of the cottages and acknowledges Isabel Johnston’s donation. This will be funded by 
the builder. Myles proposed that we write to the PCC to acknowledge and appreciate this gesture.  This was 
seconded by Barry and agreed by all present.                                                                                Action: Chris 
 
There was then a discussion about developing an information board about village benefactors. However a 
number of concerns were raised including who we would be included, do we count people who put a lot of 
time into the village or just those who gave money and that some benefactors prefer to remain anonymous. It 
was therefore agreed not to proceed with this idea. 
 

7. Special Expenses 
 
Jane raised concerns about the fact that, as we are unparished, Willaston residents pay extra on their Council 
Tax bills. She said this had been brought up in the Community District Plan consultation and she had been 
asked to bring it up. The Special Expenses charge is to fund certain identified functions which are normally 
done by the Parish Council.  Currently these are open access play facilities, PCSOs and Christmas lights. 
Jane noted that Willaston residents pay about £13,500 a year towards play facilities.  However, the funding of 
the facilities on the Johnston Recreation Ground is not included as these are considered to be of strategic 
importance and therefore come out of general Council Tax. It was noted that the Council undertakes weekly 
checks on the equipment and makes repairs or removes equipment when necessary. 
 
Myles commented that the money is not hypothecated so money raised in an area does not have to be spent 
in that area.  However he did express concern that the functions could get extended.  A group of Councillors 
have asked for these Special Expenses to be looked at again and there are indications that they may be 
abolished.  Myles confirmed that he will not be supporting their continuation. 
 

8. Reports from Meetings 

 
8.1. Playground Working Group 

Sarah reported that the draft plans for the playground were presented at the AGM and were favourably 
received. The total cost of the work is over £82,000 and the working group has agreed to break down the 
activity into two stages.  The first stage will cost £47,295.  The group has launched the fundraising appeal.  
There is a page on the WR&CS website and two smaller grant applications have been completed. Information 
packs have been developed and the group are in the process of speaking to the local organisations to see if 
they are able to support us with some fundraising. The toddlers group have been particularly supportive. They 
are keen to hold a raffle and have some prizes for it. This would need to be done under our name and using 
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our Lottery licence.  Paul proposed that we raise funds for the playground using the lottery licence.  This was 
seconded by Hilary Booth and agreed by all present. 
 
Sarah also commented that the group had considered a number of other fundraising options including Gift Aid 
and the Just Giving website.  However, for these, WR&CS need to be a registered charity.  She further 
commented that if we have an income of over £5,000 and our objects are charitable, then we need by law to 
be registered. She proposed that we approach the Charity Commission to find out whether our objects are 
considered charitable. This was seconded by Ray and agreed by all present.                              Action: Sarah 
 
Fiona suggested that we could consider options to maximise the money we receive.  Buying premium bonds 
or putting it into a savings account were suggested.  The Treasurer agreed to investigate options and report 
back.                                                                                                                                           Action: Hilary B 
 

8.2. Bus Stop Working Group 
Leanne reported that Mr Sanderson has put in a window for the sandstone bus shelter and has also been 
asked to quote for a second shelter on the Green. This would cost around £8245. Surveys have been done 
about the type of bus shelter preferred on the Green and the current favourite is the Surrey shelter. However, 
this was before the issue of a sandstone shelter was raised. Myles agreed to check the rules around putting 
structures on the village green and it was suggested that further consultation should be put on hold until 
guidance has been received.                                                                                                         Action: Myles 
 
Chris reported that he had received an email saying that the bus service to Cheshire Oaks on Saturdays is 

now more frequent. 

 

9. WR&CS Business 
 
9.1 AGM 

Chris reported that the feedback from the AGM was generally positive. The numbers were increased on 
previous years but he had hoped for more. He identified some learning points as follows: 

- Ensure that the presenters keep to time; 
- Have three presentations, not four; 
- Ask people to stand up when they are nominated for a post so that they can be recognised; 
- Less wine, more juice (!); 
- Have slides for the introductory session; 
- Encourage everyone to use the microphone when speaking; 
- Question session could be speeded up by having two microphones or repeating questions. 

 
9.2 One Way System 

Chris commented that there had been some concern raised at the AGM about the lines for the one-way 
system. Myles noted that the consultation should be published on 25

th
 November and suggested that if people 

feel strongly about it, then they should write in. The lines are in the notice on the advice of the highway 
engineers.  Myles also said that the original proposal did not include the land outside the Old Red Lion as it 
was thought this was privately owned. The Council is checking whether this is the case. 
 
It was agreed that when the consultation takes place, the plan should be displayed on the noticeboards to 
bring it to the attention of residents. Chris also asked all organisation representatives to make their members 
aware of it. 
 
   9.3 Hadlow Green WI 
Eileen said that as numbers have diminished, the Hadlow Green WI will be closing next week.  She has been 
the WI rep for 47 years and has decided to now withdraw from the WR&CS committee.  Chris thanked Eileen 
for her services over so many years. 
 
   9.4 Future Representation for the Church 
Ray said that it is also his last meeting as he retires as the vicar.  His last service will be on 1

st
 December at 

10am.  He confirmed that a meeting of the PCC this week will discuss the representation of the church on this 
committee. Chris thanked Ray for his contribution to the society over many years. 
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10. Financial Matters 
 
Hilary B reported that as of 31

st
 October, our balance was £567.95, of which £34 was held for kissing gates 

leaving a balance of £533.95. Flowers have been bought for Barbara Jordan for her support as our 
webmaster. The lottery fund has a balance of £1223.44 and a new play area account has been opened with a 
balance of £3,000.  The District Community Plan account has £1984.16. 
 
The Lottery was then drawn.  As we now have 121 members, we are able to offer four prizes now, with the 
fourth one being £10.  The winners were: 

- 1
st
 Prize  Pat Try 

- 2
nd

 Prize Jenny Jackson 
- 3

rd
 Prize Gay Gibbs 

- 4
th
 Prize Ruth Hardy-Birt 

 
11. Planning Applications, Decisions and Appeals 

 
Barry drew the committee’s attention to an application at Foxes Farm which is for a relatively small wind 
turbine. Farmers nearby have been in contact with WR&CS. It was agreed not to respond to this application 
as it is outside our area. 
 
Barry has responded on behalf of WR&CS to the Strategic Land Assessment done by the Council.  The land 
on the road opposite the Roften site is still on the list for potential housing, although Myles had been assured 
that it would not be.  Myles will follow this up and see if it can be rectified. The site on Hadlow Road which we 
had identified for housing development has been excluded as it is not large enough.                  Action: Myles 
 
Barry has also responded to the Council’s consultation on the local plan and went through the main points of 
his response. In response to a question, Hilary Morris confirmed that the Meadow is owned by CWAC but 
leased to the Friends group on a 30 year management agreement. 
 
Myles commented that Redrow has resubmitted a planning application for 1500 homes in Ledsham and he is 
trying to get the Hooton car park extended. 
 
It was noted that the student village application in Chester has been turned down.           
 
Chris thanked Barry for all the work that he has done on planning issues and particularly for the local plan 
consultation response. 
 

12. Local Councillor’s Report 
 
12.1 Walkabout in the village 

Ewan McHenry who is the Senior Locality Manager (Rural) will be having a walkabout in Willaston. This gives 
us the opportunity to show him issues and say what we would like done.  If anyone has things to raise, please 
let Myles know.                                                                                                                                    Action: All 

 
     12.2 Travellers in Heath Lane 
A local resident has been in contact with the Chief Planning Officer to ask if the conditions to their site have 
been discharged.  There has been no cause to investigate and they expect the group to leave when their 
temporary permit expires, particularly as there are now new pitches being developed in the Council area. It 
was noted that the group had caused no trouble – the objection to their being there is that it is a Green Belt 
site. 
 
     12.3 Roften Site 
It was noted that the Roften site will now have around 10 HGVs leaving the site every day. However, they 
should be travelling away from Willaston. There will be temporary speed restrictions to facilitate this for five 
days from 18

th
 November from Benty Heath Lane. 

 
     12.4 World War One Commemorations 
The Council’s Rural Arts team is developing a project where people will re-enact soldiers leaving for the war at 
various stations including Hooton. They are looking for choirs and young men to take part.  They are also 
hoping to re-enact the march from Birkenhead to Chester. 
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    12.5 Free personal travel plans 
You can now get a free personal travel plan which will outline the options available to you if you want to travel 
from one place to another. Contact itravelsmart on 01244 973528 or visit www.itravelsmart.co.uk. 
 
    12.6 Johnston’s Recreation Ground 
The Council has now received a response from the Charity Commission to say that there is no problem about 
the allotments being included in the new deeds but they want more information about the football. They are 
not willing to make a full replacement to the Trust Deed but could amend the original scheme. Ray confirmed 
that the committee is an advisory committee – the legal rights to the ground are with the Council and they also 
own the ground.  He also confirmed that the members of the advisory committee are appointed by the 
Council. 
 
    

13. Footpaths and Bridleways 
 

13.1 Footpath behind Pollards Inn 
Jane has been in discussions with Mr Atkinson about this footpath (FP 32). He has been given authority by his 
manager to take action in order to prevent unauthorised use of the footpath by horses. He will also be gaining 
some prices to ‘perhaps surface that wet part of the route’. Jane has pointed out to him that in order to prevent 
future flooding the adjacent ditches need to be cleared as well.  
 
13.2 Bridleways 
As a result of suggestions made in the district plan consultation, Jane and Fiona Ennys had a meeting with Mr 
Wood, the ranger, and the CWAC highways engineer to discuss the feasibility of having a safer access point 
to the Wirral Way in Damhead Lane. It was suggested that it would be much easier and cheaper if the ramp 
could run along the field edge. Jane proposed that we approach Leahurst about making this a permissive 
way.  This was seconded by Paul and agreed by all present. 
 
13.3 Willaston Walks Footpath Signs 
This is still being pursued. Jane has also been in contact with Highways about the possibility of putting some 
signs on lamp-posts where it is not possible to erect new signs. 
 
13.4 Kissing gates  
Jane has applied for funding from Wirral Footpaths for some new kissing gates. She has also been in contact 
with the Wirral Council Footpaths Officer after hearing that he had obtained funding for kissing gates. It is 
hoped that new kissing gates will be put on FP 40, the footpath that starts near the mill and goes towards 
Raby House. 
 
13.5 Footpath to Pollards 
A small sandstone wall has been built on FP 70 which leads from the Green to Buckley Lane.  The committee 
asked Jane to contact the Council to see if it is legal. 

14. Organisations’ Reports 

 
The following reports have been received from organisations.   
 
14.1 Christ Church (Submitted by Ray Dent) 
The Vicar, the Revd Raymond Dent, has announced his last Sunday in the Parish is to be 1 December.  He 
and Jenny are to retire to Hoylake.  All are welcome to the service at 1000am on that day and it will be 
followed by refreshments. 
 
The usual services and events have continued including our now regular visit to Weatherstones to take 
worship with the residents during the afternoon on the 3

rd
 Sunday in the month.  The Harvest Gifts of 

groceries again went to The Ark in Birkenhead. 
 
On the 20

th
 October we were host to the Neston & District Churches Together One World Service.  Amy 

Haigh, a missionary to South America, was the speaker. Our Primary School celebrated its Harvest Service in 
church on 30 October. All Saints’ Eve (31 October) saw the church packed with youngsters and helpers 
celebrating the light of Christ with lots of fun. 

http://www.itravelsmart.co.uk/
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Plans are going ahead for the refurbishment of the church building. 
 
14.2 Friends of Willaston Meadow (Submitted by Hilary Morris) 
In September the working party was assisted by the Wirral Conservation Volunteers, who scythed grass and 
raked it off from an area where perennial flowers have been planted. With this extra muscle available, it was 
possible to drag upright an apple tree in the Orchard which had fallen over. 
 
We are pleased to be able to say that the annual cut of the central part of the Meadow was completed in early 
October. The grass was baled and removed, and as the weather had been dry there was no difficulty in 
driving a trailer across the Meadow and the Recreation Ground without causing any damage. Removing the 
cut grass means that the fertility is depleted, and with the grass growing less strongly other plants can 
compete. Some seed has been collected for sowing next year. 
 
Many of the trees in the Orchard cropped well, and some fruit was used to make juice by the children at 
Forest School. The Rainbows sampled Apple Crumble, and then had an enjoyable evening picking apples 
and collecting windfalls. 
 
14.3 Guiding Organisations (Submitted by Carol Savage) 
All the village Guiding units have been busy since started up after the summer break. 
In late November all the local Rainbow units will be holding a Christmas Cracker evening at the British Legion 
in Willaston. They will be enjoying crafts, games and a disco. The Tuesday Brownies had a very successful 
weekend at Hadlow Fields when they had lots of fun and enjoyed the late summer weather 
 
Natalie Jones was supported by many village people in her fundraising to help her join the Girlguiding 
International trip to Ghana in July where as part of Team Ghana she worked with 10 other Guides and 
Leaders from North West England in the King Jesus Charity Home. All of these young ladies were chosen 
through a stringent Girlguiding selection process which ran last Autumn across the whole of the North West. 
Natalie only went to find out more and so impressed the judges and observers that she was shortlisted and a 
special case made for her to go. Nat was the youngest at age 15 - so quite an achievement for her. We are all 
so proud of her. She'd like to thank everyone who supported her. Her "thank you" will appear in the November 
Parish News and hopefully the WR&CS website. 
  
As a spin off from this the Rangers are now knitting Dude Dolls  which they hope to send to Ghana and 
perhaps sell some to make up a Christmas box to send too. If any of our creative villagers would like to add to 
our pile of dolls can they contact Anne Foulkes on 327 1124 for the pattern which is really easy at 32 stitches 
and 50 rows of stocking stitch. 
 
14.4 Hadlow Green Singers (submitted by Margaret Smyth) 
Hadlow Green Singers are now busy practising for the forthcoming Christmas Concert on Thursday 12th 
December.  Make a date in your diary for a truly memorable evening of Carols both old and new, some really 
unusual renditions to look forward to! 
 
14.5 Hadlow Green W.I.  
No report received 
 
14.6 Horticultural Society (Submitted by Lyn Jackson-Eves) 
Our Christmas Social Evening will be held at The Grange on Tuesday 19 November.   The cost advertised in 
last month’s magazine was £17.50 but the Society have decided to keep to last year’s price of £16.00 per 
person and we are limited to 40 people.  If you would like a ticket, please contact Liz Young on 512 0742. 
  
There will not be a meeting in December so our next meeting will be Tuesday 21 January when we will be 
having a presentation on ‘The Wonder of Moss’ by Dr Claire Irving. 
 
14.7 Johnston Recreation Ground  
No report received 
 
14.8 Memorial Hall (Submitted by Keith Butcher) 
Nothing to report 
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14.9 Scouting Organisations (Submitted by Dave Kendall) 
 
We have a couple of changes to our Leadership structure.  As from the end of the year, the Wednesday night 
Beaver Colony will be led by Alison Winstanley (Julie Newland will continue to run the Thursday night 
colony).   Additionally, Chris Powl has taken on the role of Assistant Scout Leader and will be a great help to 
Dave Kendall in running the Scout Troop. 
 
Scout Post commences on Sat 23

rd
 November with stamps costing only £1.25 for a strip of 5 self-adhesive 

stamps (that is half the price of standard 2
nd

 class post).  Stamps can be purchased from Martins, the Spar 
shop and Willaston Pharmacy from 23

rd
 November until midday on Wed 18

th
 December (last posting day).  

Cards will be delivered to all areas on the Wirral including Parkgate, Neston, Ness, Burton, Hooton and 
Willaston but please note that the scheme does not include Ellesmere Port and beyond.  Deliveries of cards 
will take place on the weekends of 14

th
/15

th
 and 21

st
/22

nd
 December. 

 
14.10 Sporting Organisations  
No report received 
 
14.11 Willaston District Plan (Submitted by Barry Vowles) 
The Community Plan team held a public meeting in the Memorial Hall on Saturday 14 September. 
Approximately 115 residents attended. The background to the development plan was introduced by the 
chairman, Paul Janvier, and Barry Vowles presented a summary of the questionnaire responses.  Claire 
Jones of Cheshire Community Action also presented the “Next Steps” in the finalisation of the plan. Following 
the presentation the Community Plan Steering Group were available for discussion on the results and to 
gauge feedback on any recommendations from the residents’ for the Action Plan that needs to be included in 
the final report; a number of attendees came to ask questions and discuss details. Copies of the PowerPoint 
presentations used at the meeting, and a summary of all questionnaire responses are available on the 
Willaston Residents’ website and also a paper copy is available for inspection at Willaston library.  
 
The Steering Group are continuing with the preparation of the final Willaston District Community Plan report. 
When the final report and Action Plans are available it is intended to hold a further Public Meeting to agree 
how to take the Actions forward. 
 
14.12 Willastonhey W.I.  (Submitted by Hilary Morris) 
At recent meetings we have heard about Winston Churchill and viewed photographs of Wallasey in the past. 
Plans are in hand for a theatre outing and a visit to the Christmas decorations at Tatton Park. Another meal at 
the Nag's Head has been organised in December, as well as our annual dinner at Thornton Hall in February.  
In November we shall be holding our own show, with classes for cooking, crafts, photography and flower 
arranging. Willastonhey will be organising "Carols on the Green" on Tuesday 17 December, when 
refreshments will be available. Next year, our popular Bridge Drive (with outstanding afternoon tea!) will be 
held on Wednesday 5 February. 
 
14.13 Willaston Methodist Church   
No report received. 
 
14.14 Willaston PTA (Submitted by Faye Clowes) 
The PTA are organising these events over the next 2-3 months: 

 22
nd

 Nov 3:30pm:  Film Night, venue is School Hall (kids only) 

 30
th
 Nov 9:30am:  Cross Country Catering, venue is School (participating schools only)  

 6
th
 Dec 4:30pm:  Christmas Fair, venue is School (all welcome) 

If anyone would like further information on any of these events, please contact Faye Clowes 
(faye.clowes@hotmail.co.uk) 
 
Rag Bag Scheme - The PTA has installed a permanently positioned clothing & textiles recycling bin in the 
school carpark.  Everyone in the village is welcome and encouraged to put any suitable items into the bin.  
Items need to be secured inside a plastic bag (to ensure they don’t get damp).  You can use the bin any time 
that the school gates are open. 
 
Easyfundraising.org.uk – Fundraising Website.The PTA has recently created an online shopping page via 
easyfundraising.org.uk (the UK’s largest charity online shopping site).  Any online shoppers who are willing to 
assist the PTA with its fundraising can join, then each time a purchase is made via easyfundraising on over 
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2700 well known online retailer websites, the school will receive a small donation from that company.  It 
doesn’t cost the purchaser any more and is incredibly simple to set up. Simply follow this link to get started: 
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/willastonceprimaryschoolpta/  
 
14.15 Willaston Pre-School Playgroup 
No report received. 
 
14.16 Willaston Royal British Legion Branch   
No report received. 
 
14.17 Willaston Surgery Patient Participation Group  (Submitted by Rob King) 
The wheels turn slowly in relation to the tender process but we are able to confirm that Dr Meyer is staying on 
for a further 3 months to allow more time for issues to be sorted out. 
 
Willaston Surgery has the best record for access to appointments in the Clinical Commissioning Group area 
which covers 37 Surgeries. However, there is room to improve access further and therefore there are plans to 
introduce booking appointments online. The number of appointments available online will be limited but will 
give people the opportunity to pre-book. Further information will be available soon. 
 
From some points raised in the survey which was carried out earlier this year there were comments regarding 
the fact that it would be beneficial to have access to early morning or evening appointments and Saturdays. 
The surgery is only contracted to provide cover between 8.00am and 6.30pm Monday to Friday. Anyone 
requiring emergency treatment outside these times can avail themselves of the “out of hours” service – 
telephone 0151 678 8496. For patients who want evening or Saturday routine non emergency appointments 
telephone 01244 385422 –  hours are weeknights 6.30pm to 8pm and Sat morning. Further information is 
available from www.nhs.uk 
 
Patients failing to attend appointments continues to be a problem. If you have made an appointment to see a 
doctor please diarise it as a reminder and if for any reason you are unable to attend it would be very helpful if 
you could advise the surgery at the earliest opportunity so that the appointment may be offered to another 
patient.  
 
We have been pressing NHS ENGLAND for information relating to the “Roften” development in terms of the 
provision of Primary Medical Services. So far it seems that NHS ENGLAND are showing little concern about 
the influx of several hundred new residents to the area and the demand on services. Willaston Surgery is 
already getting quite close to capacity and it is understood that the same applies with some other local 
surgeries. The extent to which this issue was taken into consideration at the planning approval stage is 
unknown and will need to be investigated. 
 
14.18 Willaston Village Festival Society (Submitted by Sarah Shannon) 
 
We will be holding a bonfire night with Pollards Inn on 5

th
 November. Children are asked to bring home made 

Guy Fawkes’ to the Memorial Hall for judging and then parade them to Pollards before putting them on the 
bonfire. Pollards are also having a funfair and providing barbecue food. We hope the weather will mean there 
can be a good turnout. 
 
We have Christmas cards available with scenes of the village green on them. They are available by emailing 
secretary@willastonvillagefestival.org.uk. 
. 

15. Any Other Business 

 

15.1 Resignations 

Eileen said that she had enjoyed her time on WR&CS committee for 40+ years and was sorry to go. This was 
echoed by Ray who had been on the committee for 20 years.  He commented that it was fascinating to see 
how it has changed over time and wished everyone all the best. 

 

15.2 Consultation on the relocation of some services at Clatterbridge to the Royal Liverpool 

Chris reported that there is currently a consultation about relocating some services.  He agreed to speak to 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/willastonceprimaryschoolpta/
http://www.nhs.uk/
mailto:secretary@willastonvillagefestival.org.uk
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Rob to see if this can be incorporated in the Patients’ Participation Group.                                   Action: Chris 

 

At this point, Ray and Eileen left the meeting.  

 

15.3 Recognition of people who have contributed to the village 

Phil, the manager at Spar has retired and the new shop is being redeveloped.  It was noted that Phil had been 
the manager for 15 years and had been very supportive of older residents, taking their shopping and 
unpacking it for them, as well as supporting many local organisations with raffle gifts etc. A number of 
residents had said that they would like to give a donation to him.  However concerns were expressed about 
setting a precedent and not having enough money to hold receptions. Paul proposed that we send a letter and 
card from WR&CS to thank him for all he has done.  This was seconded by Sheila and agreed with one 
abstention.                                                                                                                                       Action: Chris 

 

There then followed a discussion about Ray and it was noted that the church will be organising a farewell 
event for him. Paul proposed that we send a letter, card and an Amazon voucher thanking him for the service 
he had given to WR&CS committee.  This was seconded by Jane and agreed by all present.      Action: Chris 

 

Finally there was a discussion about Eileen. Hilary Morris proposed that we send her a bouquet of flowers 
with a letter and a card to thank her for the service she has given to WR&CS committee.  This was seconded 
by Hilary Booth and agreed by all present.                                                                                     Action: Chris 

 
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 22.05pm. 

 
 

     Dates for Committee Meetings:  
     6

th
 January 2014 

     3
rd

 March 2014 
     28

th
 April 2014 

     7
th
 July 2014 

     1
st
 September 2014 

     3
rd

 November 2014 
 
     All in the Memorial Hall at 7.15pm. 
 
     Date of the Annual General Meeting:      Friday 26

th
 September 2014 at 7.30pm 


