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Willaston Residents’ and Countryside Society (WR&CS) 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on Monday 2
nd

 September 2013 in the Memorial Hall 

Residents’ Issues 

Dr Ron Callender attended the meeting to express his concerns about the funding of the Mayor of Ellesmere 
Port. He explained that in 2009, when Ellesmere Port and Neston Borough Council (EP&NBC) disappeared 
and Willaston became part of Cheshire West and Chester Council (CWAC), the council tax demand included 
a charge for Ellesmere Port Charter Trustees.  This trust was set up at the request of EP&NBC and covers all 
non-parished areas of the former borough. The trust enables the area to maintain the Mayor of Ellesmere Port 
and the traditions of the Mayor’s office. Dr Callender explained that the consultation on this took part in 
January 2010 and seems to be limited, although it included interviewers at Willaston Library. The results of 
the consultation were given to trustees in February 2010 and showed that people wanted to retain the Mayor 
by nearly two to one. The trustees voted to continue with the Mayoral office.  The budget for 2010 was 
£34,000.  This had risen by 2012/13 to £52,000, which is about £3-£5 per person. Dr Callender expressed the 
view that Willaston is not part of Ellesmere Port and residents should not be paying this money. 

Committee Meeting 

Present: (Officers): Jane Townsend (Vice-Chair & Footpaths Officer), Sarah Shannon (Secretary), Hilary 
Booth (Treasurer), Sue Unswoth (Publicity), Keith Butcher (Willaston Memorial Hall);  (Committee Members): 
Hilary Morris, Rob King, Myles Hogg, Lyn Jackson-Eves, Ray Dent, Paul Janvier, Leanne Kershaw, Sheila 
Smith, Barry Vowles and Roger James. 
 

1. Apologies for absence - Received from Chris Hampshire, Margaret Smyth, Eileen McDonald, Vicki 
Spraggon, Madeline Hughes, Carol Savage and the PTA. 

 
2. Declarations of Interest  
Myles Hogg and Keith Butcher declared an interest in 8.2, as trustees of the Ellesmere Port Charter 
Trustees, although they have no financial benefit from this role. 

 

3. Future of Library Service in Willaston 
Shan Wilkinson, Library Services Manager at CWAC attended the meeting to discuss the future of the 
library service in Willaston. The library currently is based at the Methodist Chapel for three sessions a 
week. The librarian attending these sessions has now retired.  An immediate contingency plan for the 
library will be to stop having sessions on Thursday evenings but to continue on Monday afternoons and 
Saturday mornings with support from staff from Neston Library. 
 
However, Shan explained that this needs to be reviewed for the longer term.  The use of the library is very 
low.  A total of 974 books were loaned in the year ending 31/3/13, which is 0.05% of all loans in the CWAC 
area. The service provided is limited as there is no multimedia and no computer systems to enable 
ordering of books, renewals etc. They are therefore looking at closing the static library but putting in a 
mobile library service instead. A similar change has been made in Saughall and they found that it was 
being used by more people, partly because there is a bigger selection of books available. It is also possible 
to order, return or renew books via the mobile service. The mobile service currently visits places on a 
fortnightly basis but this is being reviewed and may become a three-weekly service but with longer stops. 
 
There was a brief discussion about where the mobile could go and the library service will explore this 
further. 
 
Sheila noted that this means a loss of income for the Methodist Church.  They had discussed having a 
book exchange in the hall but felt that this could not be made to work effectively. 
 
The consultation process for this was discussed. At this stage, there is no formal timescale and Shan 
confirmed that the service would seek the views of current users of the library service. She also asked for 
anyone to email their views to her at shan.wilkinson@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk. It was noted that 
there are a number of comments on the library from the District Plan Questionnaire and it was agreed to 
pass these on to Shan.                                                                                                              Action: Barry 
 

mailto:shan.wilkinson@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk
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It was noted that a mobile service would be different to the one currently visiting Cannell Court which is a 
specialised service for residential homes and sheltered units only and is not open to the public.  This 
service is also under review. 
 
The meeting expressed its appreciation to Shan for attending the meeting and raising this at an early stage 
before decisions were made. 
 
4. Minutes of the Meeting held on 1

st
 July 2013     

The Minutes were accepted by the Committee as a true record of the meeting. 
     

It was noted that the issue of the naming of Elizabeth’s Cottages had been discussed at the meeting held 
in July 2011 under Any Other Business. 

     
5. Matters arising from the previous Minutes (1

st
 July 2013) 

 
     5.1 House signs on Little Green (Item 4.2) 
The request is being progressed by the Highways Department. The residents have agreed that there should 
be a small sign saying ‘Village Green 1-4’. 
 
     5.2 Parking restrictions on the Green (Item 4.3) 
The consultation will begin this month. Myles confirmed that the consultation will be with public notices 
displayed in the village. 
 
     5.3 Hadlow Road (Item 4.5) 
Resurfacing has now taken place. 
 
     5.4 Defibrillators (Item 4.8) 
The school will be getting one with support from Myles’ budget. 
 
     5.5 Parking in Elm Road (Item 4.12) 
The bollards have been replaced with sturdier and more effective wooden barriers. 
  
     5.6 Dog Mess Bins (Item 4.16) 
Hilary B has identified trees suitable for dog mess bins and let Myles know. 
 
     5.7 Increase in the number of people having a fall (Item 5.4) 
Ron is due to have a meeting with Dr Meyer when he will raise this issue. 
 
     5.8 Email list for minutes (Item 6.6) 
This was advertised on the last summary but so far no-one has asked to be on the list. 
 
    5.9 20 mph consultation (Item 9.1) 
The consultation on a 20mph limit through the village is now underway and several written objections have 
been received. The last day for comments (positive and negative) is 13/9/13.  However, it was noted that this 
consultation is not included on the CWAC website. Barry agreed to pass on comments to Myles made in 
response to the District Plan Questionnaire.                                                                                   Action: Barry 
                                                                                                                        
    5.10 Verges (Item 10.4) 
Myles confirmed that verges are cut to a depth of 75mm.  Hilary M asked how wide a verge is cut as a small 
track left uncut is preferable for wildlife.  She agreed to email Myles with this request so he can follow it up. 
                    Action: Hilary 

6. Reports from Meetings 
 
6.1. Playground Working Group 

Sarah reported that the playground working group had met with a Landscape Architect from CWAC who will 
develop the plans for the playground following a brief based on the consultation. He will do this on the 
understanding that CWAC will oversee the purchasing and installation of the equipment for a fee. A rough 
estimate is that the updated playground will cost around £60,000 but clearer costings will be provided by 
CWAC once the plans have been drawn up.  The group has also asked for a staged approach so that 
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progress can be seen to be made. We expect to have the plans in time for the AGM.  Once we have a clear 
plan and costings, we will be able to look at sources of funding.  WR&CS currently has received £3,000 as a 
result of grants from Cllr Hogg’s budget. 

Sarah expressed concern that the plans should be seen by the Johnston Recreation Ground committee 
before our AGM.  There is a meeting on 25

th
 September. 

Jane commented that the ‘Special Expenses’ that are collected from Willaston residents by CWAC are 
intended to contribute towards play areas and it is not clear that Willaston benefits from this. 

The committee thanked Sarah for her work on this. 

 
6.2. Bus Stop Working Group 

Leanne reported that the group will be doing consultation on the type of bus shelter preferred on the Green. 
Six shelters have been selected and people will be asked to vote on the top three.  Forms will be given out at 
the AGM and views will also be gathered at bus stops with users. 
 
Mr Sanderson has been asked to carry out the work on the sandstone bus shelter.  Now Hadlow Road has 
been resurfaced, the work to move the bus stop nearer the Green can be completed. 
 
The group looked into whether traffic lights could be placed at Hanns Hall Road junction with A 540 but this 
would cost over £200K so is not feasible. 
 

7. Correspondence relating to Elizabeth’s Cottages 
Correspondence had been received from the Parochial Church Council (PCC) and copies of letters to the 
PCC about the naming of Elizabeth’s Cottages had also been received. Since this issue was fully discussed at 
the previous meeting, the correspondence was noted and it was agreed that no further action should be 
taken. 
 
The issue of the plaque commemorating significant donors to the village was raised and it was agreed that 
this should be adjourned to the next meeting. 

 
8. WR&CS Business 
 
8.1 AGM 

Sue distributed copies of flyers for the AGM for all members to distribute.                                         Action: All 
 
The draft agenda was agreed with minor amendments. It was also agreed to ask Shan Wilkinson if she would 
like to bring a board and a questionnaire for people to fill in.                                                          Action: Barry 
 
Sue, Jane and Keith confirmed that they are happy to stand for re-election as publicity officer, footpath’s 
officer and Memorial Hall trustee.  
 
The list of organisations that provide representatives was reviewed.  It was agreed to approach the Pre-
School Playgroup and Toddlers Group to see if they would like to have a representative.  It was also agreed to 
ask the Royal British Legion if they wished to continue to be included on the list. It is understood that Hadlow 
Green WI is likely to close shortly so it was agreed to check with Eileen to see if they should be removed.    
                                 Action: Sarah/Chris 
 
It was noted that we have vacancies for Resident Representatives. Roger agreed to stand as a resident 
representative and it was also agreed to approach Eileen to see if she would like to be nominated. 
                     Action: Chris 
 

8.2 Actions resulting from Resident’s Slot 
It was agreed to circulate Ron’s presentation and discuss further in November.                           Action: Sarah 
 

9. Financial Matters 
Hilary B reported that as of 31

st
 August, our balance was £1096.81, of which £34 was held for kissing gates 

and £1028.30 for the playground, leaving a balance of £34.45. The lottery fund had a balance of £347.44. 
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Hilary further reported that this month we have received a further £1971.64 for the play area and £139 for the 
printing of AGM invitations, thanks to Cllr Hogg’s funding. Over the past year we lost 16 members of the 
lottery but have gained 24 members, taking the total to 119.  If we have over 120 members we will be able to 
give a fourth prize every month.  Hilary will transfer £400 from the lottery account to the current account this 
month. 
 
The committee thanked Hilary for her work on the accounts. 
 

10. Planning Applications, Decisions and Appeals 
Barry drew the committee’s attention to an application made for 27 Wallcroft.  This is a repeat application with 
some changes to the original which was declined.  It was agreed to object on the same grounds as before as 
the committee considered there were no real changes.              Action: Barry 
 
It was noted that the demolition works at Roften had begun. Conditions are attached to the planning 
permission that the company has an appropriate plan to ensure that works vehicles do not go through 
Willaston. 
 

11. Local Councillor’s Report 
 
11.1 Collective Energy Scheme 

Registering for the scheme has now been extended to 15
th
 October 2013. You can sign up by logging into 

http://readytoswitch.ichoosr.com/Product/index.rails?actionId=315. 
 
     11.2 Dog Fouling 
To take action against a dog owner who has not cleaned up after their dog, note the details of the offence as 
soon as possible.  This includes name and address of person (if known), a description of the dog and details 
of the date, time and place.  Then contact the Community Enforcement Team on 0300 123 7033.  
 
     11.3 Deeside Shuttle Service 
The shuttle bus service has now been enhanced to provide a morning journey from Hooton and Neston to 
Deeside arriving at 7.40am and returning from Deeside at 5.15pm. The cost is £3 for a single journey or £20 
for 10 journeys.  Journeys have to be booked in advance. Further information is available from 

http://itravelsmart.co.uk/improved-shuttle-bus-service-linking-chester-and-deeside-industrial-park/. 
 
     11.4 Electoral Register 
The electoral register will begin to change from a household registration system to an individual system. From 
July 2014 everyone who makes a new application to register to vote must provide their national insurance 
number and date of birth. These details will be checked against a DWP database before individuals are added 
to the register. 
 
    11.5 Cheshire’s Great War Stories 
Cheshire Councils have received funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund to commemorate the stories of the 
First World War which will form a road show around Cheshire with a wide variety of  events in 2014. For more 
information contact Sue Hughes, Museum Director on 01244 972110 or email 
susan.hughes@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk. 
 
    11.6 Cuts to Council Funding 
CWAC has saved over £113m since 2009 but they will still have to save a further £50m by 2018. They are 
undertaking an exercise called ‘Make or Buy’  which explores different ways of doing this.  Further information 
is at http://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=16616 where there is also a questionnaire 
to complete on line. The deadline for the consultation is 25

th
 October 2013. 

 
   11.7 PCC Crime Prevention Fund 
The Police and Crime Commissioner has launched a £100,000 fund for community groups and organisations 
to apply for community safety and crime prevention projects in the local community. Applications for a 
maximum of £5,000 can be made via the website: http://www.cheshire-pcc.gov.uk/Crime-Prevention-
Fund/Crime-Prevention-Fund.aspx. 
 
 
   11.8 Funding for Rights of Way 

http://readytoswitch.ichoosr.com/Product/index.rails?actionId=315
http://itravelsmart.co.uk/improved-shuttle-bus-service-linking-chester-and-deeside-industrial-park/
mailto:susan.hughes@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk
http://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=16616
http://www.cheshire-pcc.gov.uk/Crime-Prevention-Fund/Crime-Prevention-Fund.aspx
http://www.cheshire-pcc.gov.uk/Crime-Prevention-Fund/Crime-Prevention-Fund.aspx
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Natural England has funding to enhance public rights of way. For more information see 
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/access/rightsofway/p4c.aspx. 
 
     11.9 Meadow Lane 
The flagstones in Meadow Lane are going to be replaced to ‘flexible paving’.  The work will start on 16

th
 

September and will last for three weeks. During this time the road will be closed except for access. 
 
     11.10 Travel Information 
Bus kiosks at Ellesmere Port Bus station have closed.  People will still be able to access information by 
ringing 0871 2002233 or going to www.traveline.info. 
 
    11.11 Local Plan 
The draft local plan will be out for consultation very shortly.  It confirms that there will be no change to the 
Green Belt area in Willaston.  It also suggests that the CWAC area will need 1100 houses per year for the 
next 20-30 years.  Myles underlined the importance of commenting on the draft plan when it is published. 
 

12. Footpaths and Bridleways 
 
12.1 Strimming  

Following pressure from Jane, verges have been strimmed in August. 
 
    12.2 Footpath behind Pollards Inn 
CWAC has now confirmed that they will take action to prevent unauthorised use of the footpath by horses. 
They will also be looking at surfacing for the wettest part of the footpath. 
 
    12.3 Bridleways 
Jane has requested a bridleway sign for Smithy Lane. She has also been in contact with the ranger to 
investigate the possibility of an additional way for horse riders and cyclists to access the Wirral Way on the 
Neston side of the village. 
 
    12.4 Other 
CWAC have asked that the verges are restored alongside Footpath 30 near Mill Lane after they were 
damaged. Jane has also been contacted by a resident as the Council has ordered the removal of ornamental 
trees on the verge of footpath 30. Some people had complained to the Council saying that they are causing 
an obstruction. 
 
Jane has also discussed the issue of horse dung near or on footpaths which has been raised as an issue. 
 

13. Organisations’ Reports 
The following reports have been received from organisations.  During discussion it was noted that the 
Willaston District Plan committee will recommend that when the action plan is complete, the group should 
dissolve and the work will be passed to WR&CS.  This is likely to be 31

st
 October.  It was also noted that they 

have a list of 71 people who have said that they would be prepared to be smart volunteers. 
 
13.1 Christ Church (Report given verbally by Ray Dent) 
A party will be held for young people on 31

st
 October.  Details of the refurbishment are available and pews will 

become available for purchase. 

13.2 Friends of Willaston Meadow (Submitted by Hilary Morris) 
Visitors to the meadow will have noticed that the seat built in situ by the rangers a few years ago has 
disappeared. It was found that the untreated wood had rotted at ground level, making the seat unsafe, and so 
it was removed. A suitably rustic replacement bench has been installed a little further away from the main 
gate. 
 
This summer the paths have been cut regularly by the contractors employed by CWaC, which has been a 
great help. The central part of the Meadow is scheduled to be cut later in September, again by CWaC 
contractors. We are grateful to our local ranger, Simon Wood, for arranging this. 

http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/access/rightsofway/p4c.aspx
http://www.traveline.info/
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The Wirral Conservation Volunteers will be coming to help on 1 September, when scything of a wildflower 
area and raking off the grass will be one of their tasks. More plugs of wildflowers grown from seed have been 
planted. Willaston School will again be using the Meadow for their Forest School this term. 
 
13.3 Guiding Organisations  
No report received. 

13.4 Hadlow Green Singers  
Our summer concert, “Music Hall Moments” held on Friday 19

th
 and Saturday 20

th
 July was, we are pleased to 

say,  a resounding success, much enjoyed by choir and audience alike.   The Memorial Hall was packed on 
both evenings, to the extent on Saturday that we had to put extra chairs out and such was the participation by 
the enthusiastic audiences that one even wondered if the roof didn’t lift just a little!  
 
Our thanks go out to everyone who supported the concert as the funds we raise goes towards purchasing 
further music so that we can continue to provide a varied entertainment within the village.  The cost of buying 
music is very expensive, we must use originals due to copyright law and   without support at the concerts our 
repertoire would be very boring.  So, our thanks once again and do feel free to come and join us if you are 
looking for a new and enjoyable hobby. 
 
We commence our winter programme on September the 5

th
 in the Memorial Hall at 7.30pm 

 
13.5 Hadlow Green W.I.  
No report received 
 
13.6 Horticultural Society (Submitted by Lyn Jackson-Eves) 
Our outing to Plas Cadnant in Anglesey was a great success and we had beautiful weather too!  Here’s to the 
next trip. 
 
Our Annual Show was also successful and again we had sunshine.  Over two hundred people came to see 
the displays and enjoy a cup of tea and a piece of home-made cake. 
 
If you were not confident enough to enter into the Annual Show try our Autumn Show in the Memorial Hall on 
Tuesday 17 September.  This is a fun evening when you can enter a class and also have a ‘go’ at judging.  
The classes are at the back of the Show Schedule.  This is followed by a short Quiz.   
 
Saturday 28 September is our Autumn Coffee Morning.  Another chance to buy some plants, to fill in any 
empty spaces in the garden. 
 
Tuesday 15 October we will be having a talk on ‘Plants for Climate Change’ by Sue Nicholas.  As we have 
learnt over the past couple of years, these will not be drought loving plants. 
 
13.7 Johnston Recreation Ground  
No report received 

13.8 Memorial Hall (Submitted by Keith Butcher) 
External painting was due to start on 12

th
 August. An estimate for the repair of the window mullions has been 

received for £1,550.  The mullion replacement will take place at the end of August and will last for two days. 
The conservation officer has been made aware of all the structural work and is satisfied that it is in keeping 
with the heritage requirements. Interior window glazing has been deferred until 2014. 
 
The repair of water damage to the kitchen work tops and cupboard is in the hands of the insurance company. 
The water boiler could not be repaired and a new one costing £420 + VAT will be purchased. 
 
Ken Travis has retired as secretary and Rob King has taken over his commitment. Mike Kennedy intends to 
retire at the 2015 AGM.  His contribution, together with that of his wife, has been exceptional. Liz Young, the 
excellent Bookings Officer, is currently recovering at home from a hip operation. 

13.9 Scouting Organisations  
The Group held its annual Family BBQ and AGM at the beginning of July at which we presented Beaver, Cub 
and Scout of the Year trophies (plus personal gifts) to Aaron Winstanley, Jack Taylor and Calum Heslop 
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respectively. A number of parents volunteered to serve on the Group Executive Committee but we still need 
more Leaders. 
 
The numbers of young people in each section continues to grow with the result that both the Cub Pack and 
Scout Troop are currently closed to external joiners in order to protect places for those moving between the 
sections.  For any new applicants of Cub or Scout age, we can either place names on a waiting list or look for 
vacancies at other Groups in the District.  We do have some vacancies in our two Beaver Colonies.  It is a 
simple fact that if we had more Leaders, then we would be able to accommodate more young people. 
 
Explorer Scout, Alicia Kendall has been selected as one of the two representatives from Ellesmere Port & 
Neston District to attend the World Scout Jamboree in Japan in 2015.   Alicia will be part of a 50 strong 
Cheshire unit for this life changing experience joining some 30,000 Scouts from around the world and will 
spend the next 2 years fundraising and training with her unit. 
 
13.10 Sporting Organisations  
No report received 
 
13.11 Willaston District Plan  
The group received 447 paper responses to the questionnaire and another 71 were completed on-line, giving 
a total of 518 responses.  This represents roughly a 40% response rate, which we understand is quite good 
compared with other Cheshire villages.  During July and August, the responses have been collated and 
analysed, appropriate recommendations agreed and an action plan developed.  Responses to some 
questions give a very clear message whilst others are not at all clear. 
We need to finalise The Willaston District Plan report but before doing that, we will present the results of the 
questionnaire to residents in a Public Meeting.  This will be held on Saturday 14

th
 September between 10am 

at 10am to 12 noon in the Memorial Hall. We will present a summary of the results and provide a forum for 
discussion and feedback to the Action Plan.  An invitation to this meeting will be delivered to every household 
in the ‘District’ shortly. 

13.12 Willastonhey W.I.  (Submitted by Hilary Morris) 
As well as their regular meetings, members are looking forward to a visit to Anglesey, to the first UK WI which 
was established there. The day will also include a walk round Cadnant Gardens, near Beaumaris. 
 
Earlier this summer a visit to the premises of the charity Save the Family has resulted in a large quantity of 
household goods being donated by members to help equip families moving into new homes. 
 
The rambling group will be taking the train into North Wales for their next walk, and the darts team is resuming 
practices. Members were reminded of the craft and produce show which will take place at the November 
meeting. 
 
13.13 Willaston Methodist Church  (Submitted by Sheila Smith) 
No report received. 
 
13.14 Willaston PTA (Submitted by Faye Clowes) 
No report received. 
 
13.15 Willaston Royal British Legion Branch   
No report received. 

13.16 Willaston Surgery Patient Participation Group  (Submitted by Rob King) 
The local board of NHS ENGLAND have now confirmed in writing that they are proceeding with the tender 
option for the takeover of the Surgery. They have found the findings of the survey carried out among patients 
extremely useful and will incorporate the 3 key findings into the tender specification.I am working with NHS 
ENGLAND to get them to agree to me being present as an observer when they carry out the tender evaluation 
which will be some weeks away yet. 
 
Evidently there is a rumour circulating around the village that Dr Meyer is selling the surgery premises, the 
inference then being that he surgery will have to be located elsewhere. The current situation as confirmed to 
me by Dr Meyer is that he intends selling hopefully to whoever takes over the running of the practice or 
possibly to someone who would buy it and then rent it out to the new incumbent. There are other rumours 
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circulating which I am not detailing here. I would just say that whenever anything relevant and factual is known 
which can be publicised, we will do so. 

13.17 Willaston Village Festival Society (Submitted by Sarah Shannon) 

On Sunday 15
th
 September, we are holding a Cycle Treasure Hunt along the Wirral Way following by a 

barbecue at The Grange.  Tickets are £3 a person and it should be a pleasant afternoon – if you don’t fancy 

the bike ride, you can always just come for a burger! If anyone is available to help with stewarding on the day, 

please let me know. 

Our AGM will be on the morning of Saturday 5
th
 October at the Memorial Hall.  Join us for a cup of tea and to 

discuss plans for the next festival which will be 25-28
th
 June 2015. We have vacancies both for committee 

members and for people willing to take on a role without being on the committee. 

14. Any Other Business 

Roger suggested that a regular article in the Parish News about our discussions would be helpful.  It was 
confirmed that this is already done. Ray agreed to suggest to Sheena that it should be in a more prominent 
position in the magazine so people recognise it.                                                                               Action: Ray 

                                                                                                                    
 

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 21:45pm. 
 
 

     Dates for Committee Meetings:  
     4

th
 November 2013 

     6
th
 January 2014 

     3
rd

 March 2014 
     28

th
 April 2014 

     7
th
 July 2014 

     1
st
 September 2014 

     3
rd

 November 2014 
 
     All in the Memorial Hall at 7.15pm. 
 
     Date of the Annual General Meeting:      Friday 27

th
 September 2013 at 7.30pm 


