
Tasks for the Friends in 2009 included mowing
the paths and orchard, removing brambles, and
weeds around newly planted trees, and
planting honeysuckle, wood sorrel, primroses
and marsh marigolds. Once again Wirral
Countryside Volunteers gave us invaluable help
with scything some of the grassland and
clearing new areas for tree planting. They also
helped to rake off the mown grass for removal

by the Countryside
Rangers. On a
subsequent visit
they laid a stretch
of hedge near
Jackson’s Pond,
which will
promote strong
growth. Thank you

to all those who give such practical help.
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SECRETARY’S REPORT – DAVID NIND

In February volunteers from the Friends met
for the first ‘task-day’ of 2010. Perhaps not

surprisingly after the snowfalls of the recent
winter, the grassland in the central area of Big
Meadow looked particularly flattened. It is hard
to imagine how different it will look in June with
grasses such as meadow foxtail, cocksfoot and
Yorkshire fog looking at their best, interspersed
with the flower-heads of sorrel, buttercups,
pignut and yellow rattle. These are just a small
part of the total flora and fauna of the meadow,
which was given SBI status by CWAC, in
conjunction with the Cheshire Wildlife Trust, in
August 2009: it received a C designation –
being important on a local level. Attaining SBI
status adds to the Cheshire Countryside Award
that Big Meadow received in 2004. We have
also recently applied for a Green Pennant
Award sponsored by Keep Britain Tidy, and we
hope we are successful in being considered for
judging later in the year. The meadow will also
be under scrutiny as part of Willaston’s entry in
this year’s Civic Pride Competition.

All these initiatives have required the
commitment and support of interested
Willaston residents, local groups and
particularly the Friends Group, which, since the

last newsletter,
has increased its
membership from
about fifty to sixty-
six. The Friends’
s u b s c r i p t i o n s
provide essential
financial support,
which funds a

The Guides are continuing to celebrate their
centenary year, which lasts from October 2009
until October 2010. To mark the start of the
centenary, eighteen members of the Rainbows
planted a hundred fritillary bulbs below some of
the trees in the orchard. This year they have
planted damson trees. The Friends are very
grateful for the Guides’ involvement and for their
purchasing the trees and bulbs.
The area we originally designated for additional
tree planting on the western side of the
meadow is now almost full of young trees,
most of which have been planted over the past
seven or eight years by pupils from Willaston
CE Primary School. In December another thirty
native trees were donated by Cheshire
Landscape Trust and enthusiastically installed.
It is always a surprise how quickly thirty trees
can be planted by young individuals often not
much taller!
The involvement of young people in the
development of the meadow is invaluable; not
only in providing a little experience of the
natural environment, but also in giving them a
sense of ‘ownership’ from which the whole

Peacock (Vanessa io)

One man went to mow

contractor to cut the central area of grassland
annually (currently about £200), as well as
enabling the Group to purchase plants and
trees, and maintain the orchard and mown
grass paths. Thank you to all those Friends
who continue to support us; but we always
need and welcome new members!
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Volunteers meet at Jackson’s Pond (weather
permitting) at 10.30 a.m. on the first Sunday of
each month, and work until about midday.
More people are needed, so please do come
along. Ring 327 4793 for information.

We wish once again to express our thanks to:
The Cheshire Landscape Trust for the donation of native
trees and shrubs, and loan of small spades
The Wirral Countryside Volunteers
The Cheshire Countryside Rangers
The staff and pupils of Willaston CE Primary School
Cheshire West and Chester Council
Willaston Guides, Brownies and Rainbows

NNOOTTIICCEESS

Our Annual General Meeting will take place
on Wednesday 19 May 2010 at 7.30 p.m. in

the Methodist Hall, Willaston. After the business
meeting, Paul Loughnane will talk about the
work of the Wirral Countryside Volunteers and
the New Ferry Butterfly Park (recently under
threat of closure). All being well, Paul will give
the Friends a guided tour of the Butterfly Park in
June (the date to be arranged).

The Friends Group is looking for a new
Treasurer. Max Kirby, who has been

Treasurer of the Friends since its inception in
2003, has decided to relinquish the post within
the next year. We are urgently looking for a
volunteer prepared to fill this essential post.
Ideally a suitable person could be proposed at
the AGM in May, and by standing would be
making a valuable contribution to the future
smooth running of the group. Please contact
the Secretary, David Nind, on 327 4793.

spike. The fruit is a dry capsule, formed from
the swollen calyx, and contains loose, rattling
seeds when ripe, giving it its name. The usual
habitat is dry fields and meadows, where the
seeds are spread effectively by traditional
haymaking. The practice of allowing cattle onto
mown fields also helps, as they trample the
seed into the ground. The seed is short lived,
and must be sown in the year it is harvested.
The Latin name, Rhinanthus minor, is
descriptive of the flower, coming from the
Greek rhin, nose, and anthos, flower.
Previously it was known as Rhinanthus crista-
galli, illustrating its other name, cock’s comb.
Yellow rattle is a semi-parasite, which gains
some of its nutrients from neighbouring plants,
mainly grasses. This has the effect of reducing
grass growth, so that in the past farmers
viewed it as a pest, which could reduce hay
yields by up to half. However, encouraging
yellow rattle in hay meadows greatly increases
biodiversity, as restricting grass growth allows
other species to become established. In Big
Meadow, there is indeed a noticeable reduction
in grass vigour around the patches of this plant.

THE WOODLAND – ELAINE MILLS

During National Tree Week in November, the
children of Willaston Primary School helped

us to plant more
trees and shrubs
in our woodland
area. These were
native varieties,
and included field
maple, rowan and
hazel.
This quite small
woodland has

grown really well, and this year we were able to
take the children for a short walk through the
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The end of the freeze

Bird cherry (Prunus padus)

trees. These trees, planted by other children in
2004, are now more than head high, so that
one is beginning to have the feeling of walking
in a real wood.
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community can benefit in the future.
Thank you again for your support.

THE WOMEN’S INSTITUTE ORCHARD – ELAINE MILLS

The Women’s Institute Orchard has now filled
the allotted area of the meadow. In

September the Willaston Rainbows bought and
planted our first damson tree – the variety called
Merryweather. And in March two more
damsons were planted by the Guides and
Brownies to finally complete the orchard.
These two are called the Cheshire Damson,
truly a local variety!
The apple trees produced excellent crops in
2009. Several varieties were taken for tasting at
the Wirral Wildlife’s Apple Days held at
Brimstage Hall and Eastham Country Park in
October, and some found their way into the
apple press to produce an excellent juice. The
taste of our older varieties was especially
enjoyed.

PLANT PROFILE – HILARY MORRIS

When the initial plant survey was carried out
in 2000, a very few plants of yyeellllooww  rraattttllee,

or ccoocckk’’ss  ccoommbb (RRhhiinnaanntthhuuss  mmiinnoorr), were found,
but these were enough to indicate that this land

had once been a
hay meadow. In
subsequent years,
it was hard to find
plants in the
original area, but it
is normal for this
annual flower to
move around.

More recently, seed was collected from a local
source, and has now been established in
several patches.

The erect, stiff plant grows to 20–50 cm, having
simple, opposite leaves with a serrated edge
on a four-sided stem. The flowers are yellow,
two lipped, with a long tube below, in a leafy

Yellow rattle (Rhinanthus minor)


