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1{'03802'OUT - DEMOLITION OF ALL EXISTING BUILDINGS, RESIDENTIAL
DEVELOP]IiENT COMPRISING UP TO 265 RESIDENTIAL UNITS AND A CARE
HOME TOGETHER WITH ACCES$ES FROIU HOOTON ROAD, CAR PARKING,
LANDSCAPTNG, CHILDREN'S PLAY SPACES AND OPEN SPACE (OUTLINE)
AT ROFTEN WORKS, HOOTON ROAD, HOOTON, ELLESMERE PORT,
CHESHIRE CH66 7NG

Agenda item 5. The site had been the subject of a site inspection earlier in the day.

Present at the meeting was Susan Jones who spoke against the application, David
Holt who spoke in support of the application, Jane Townsend who spoke on behalf
of Willaston Resldents and Countryside Association against the application, Keith
Taylor who spoke on behalf of Hooton and District Residents Association against
the application, and Geoffrey Brown who spoke in support of the application as the
applicant's agent.

Members held a fulldiscussion on the application, with particular regard to the
extent to which the benefits that would accrue in terms of its contribution to the
shortfallin housing supply, including afiordable housing, the decontamination and
improvement of this problematic site, and the community and environmental
package of benefits attached to the application, did or did not outweigh its
inappropriateness in the Green Belt. The issues and concerns raised regarding the
sustainability of the development, the implications in highways terms, and on local
services and facilities such as health and education services, were also discussed.

Members were advised that no weight could be given to the developer's proposals
for the replacement of \Aflaeten Memorial Hall or improvement of Hooton Station
shOP. ttocr-(o,^:

Members were reminded that it had not been possible to develop the site for
business use, as planned, despite the best efforts of the owner. The site in its
present state was an eyesore and in urgent need of improvement.

The following points were made during the discussion:

. The site, although in the Green Belt, was a brownfield site.

r The site was sustainable, particularly in respect of its location next to
Hooton Station, which served many commuter destinations. Members were
concerned that, should the application be approved, steps should be taken
to ensure there was no reduction in the size of the station car park, which
was already in heavy use.

o lt was acknowledged that Willaston CE Primary School could not easily
accommodate the further pupils expected as a result of the proposed
development. However, Childer Thomton Primary School would welcome
this opportunity to move from mixed age to same age teaching by
expanding to allow for single form entry. The schoolwas within the legally
set walking distance of two miles, and many children from Hooton already
attended that scfrool. Members expressed a strong preference that Childer
Thomton Primary School should be the main beneficiary in respect of funds
being offered by the developer, should the application be approved. lt was
also acknowledged that \Mllaston CE Primary School had some sufficiency
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