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       Welcome to 2014, may it be a happy, healthy 

and prospersous year for one and all.  

         This month’s News Letter reports on the 

going’s on of the squadron during the months of 

November and December 2013. 

We start with the month of November, and cadets 

doing their part in raising funds for the Royal British 

Legion through the selling of poppies. 

A record amount was raised by the squadron of 

£1801.97 for the appeal. 

 

 

 

 

 

         Sunday, 10th November, saw a record number 

of cadets and staff parade with the youth of Neston to 

remember those fallen.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The banner bearer was Cpl Ward with Cpl Mountford 

laying the wreath on behalf of the squadron. 

         CWO Fields Wales & West Region in the Inter-

Wing Hockey Competition at RAF Cranwell.  Overall, 

the team came 4th, but, CWO Fields was then 

selected to represent the Corps, with the competition 

to be held in 2014. 

 

CO’s Corner 

Happy New Year to one and all.  January’s 

Newsletter is a time to look forward to 2014. 

I wondered this time last year, if 2013 could 

better the previous 12 months, and, it certainly 

did!  Can we better 2013?  It saw the squadron 

back at the top with a number of trophies 

gained.  With a lot of hard work, I am sure we 

can better even that.  But, only if we want to get 

better.  The staff and Committee are up for 

it………are you (the cadets)? 

 

         On the gliding front, CI Compton took Cdts 

Marsh, McIvor and Hemingway to Ternhill, where 

they took to the skies in a vigilant.   

         Unfortunately, flying didn’t go as planned.  Half 

way to RAF Woodvale, the flying was cancelled due 

to bad weather conditions.  Better luck next time 

cadets. 

         The cadets took part in “Flight of the Phoenix” 

in which they all got to make a paper plane.  They 

were then marked on design, speed and success in 

flying.  Cdt Anderson won overall, and Flt Lt Thelwell 

presented him with the “Blenheim Trophy”. 

         November also saw the squadron gain two new 

Civilian Instructors, welcome to the fold, CI Powell 

and CI Sullivan. 

         On the shooting front - CI Fields and CI 

Sullivan, CWO Fields, Cdts Nickel and Hemingway 

braved the wind and occasional rain on the ranges at 

Sealand, attending the monthly Full Bore Shooting.  

The cadets got the chance to do a few rounds 

practicing before attempting “snap, rapid and 

deliberate” shoots.  No marksman’s were gained this 

time. 

         The highlight of November, had to be the VIP 

visit of Group Captain Allen, RAFR, Regional 

Commandant, Wales & West.  Wg Cdr Keane, 

Officer Commanding Merseyside Wing was in 

attendance too. 



 

 

 

 

 

The Gp Capt was visiting the squadron to 

present CWO Fields with the much awaited 

“Squadron Leader Lloyd Trophy”, awarded to the 

best female cadet in the Region. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         December got off to an equally fantastic 

start with a visit from non other than Air 

Commodore McCafferty, Commandant Air 

Cadets, from RAF Cranwell.  The occasion, to 

present CWO Fields with the much coveted 

Dacre Brooch for best female cadet in the Air 

Training Corps at Neston Royal British Legion. 

She outlined the beginnings of the Dacre Brooch, 

what CWO Fields had done to achieve it and why 

she stood out from the rest of the candidates.  

CWO Fields responded with a speech of her 

own. 

The Air Commodore and Group Captain were 

then presented with glass plaques, by Flight 

Leutenant Thelwell, to commemorate the event. 

Everyone then returned to the squadron, where 

VIP guests had a guided tour of the squadron, 

and then they were treated to an insight of a 

recent trip to Nepal by CWO Reid.  A reward for 

outstanding work on his recent Junior Leaders 

course. 

         CI Fields swapped civilian clothing for 

uniform, and now we have a new Sgt on the 

squadron. 

         December is also traditionally a month of 

bag-packs.  We had a total of three this month.  

The first was in M&S, Cheshire Oaks, followed by 

M&S, Heswall, then Sainsbury’s in Neston.  On 

the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

first bag-pack, £654 was raised, with £344 going to 

the squadron, and £310 going to Guide Dogs for 

the Blind, a charity much loved by M&S, Cheshire 

Oaks.  We await feedback from the Committee in 

regards to the amounts raised at the other two 

packs. 

         Those taking part in their Bronze Duke of 

Edinburgh awards, gave a presentation on their 

expedition.  Well done to Cdt’s Busby, Eeles J, 

James H, Jones, Kilburn, Kivlin, Morrison & 

Powell.  This was then followed by the Squadron 

Christmas Party where cadets turned up in their 

festive attire.  Some even with matching jumpers – 

CWO Reid & Cdt Roscoe – very nice. 

         CI Compton and Fg Off McCormack, along 

with 8 cadets, took part in the Candle Light Service 

at the Anglican Cathedral, in which all bereaved 

families who have lost a child, no matter how old, 

or how long ago, get together to remember them.  

The cadets really enjoyed the experience, 

although, they did say it was very moving a times. 

         With Christmas over, tummies full of turkey 

and all the trimmings, it was time for the Squadron 

Annual Pud Walk around Llyn Brenig.  Llyn Brenig 

is a reservoir located in the heart of the Denbigh 

Moors, Wales.  The perimeter is some 14 miles 

(23km).  The weather stayed dry, but, the winds 

prevailed.  Cadets from C Flight used their skilled 

gained in their map-reading classes and navigated 

around the lake.  

Dates for the Diary: 

 

 

OMG – CI Spencer, have you by any chance joined a new 

organisation, perhaps the fire brigade on night 

manoeuvres!! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


